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The Firlt Letter 


UNIT 


9 


_ wt. ; 


Concerning the 


ARIANS 


Vulgarly called 


SOCINIANS. 


N Anſwer ro yours, deman 
Account of the Untarians, ; 
Socinians ; their Doctrine concerning Creature of God; not 


aufe igt „ Tharche LordChrit was «Man, the Son; 
ed alſo Prophet, Meſſenger, Miniſter, Servant, and 
himſelf f God, is pro- 


God (in which only they differ from ved, i : 
RE En 


other Chriſtians ; the Remonſtrant. 3 Lord | 

ing with them in other Poinrs of dex ron — 
inc) and the Defence uſually none that might be called” 

make of their Hereſy. TI 

mans, from F. Sorinus, an Italian Noble-man, 

and a principal Writer of their Parry. They 


d Soci- God; none that could in 
him. Bur the Holy Se 


Scripture do ſay, that the Son our Lord 

is the Creature of God, rhe Poſſeſſion of God, 
the Servant of God ; was obedient to God, 
and for that cauſe by him rewarded and exal- 
ted; alſo that when God ſhall have ſubjected 


all Men to his Son our Lord Chriſt ; yet even 
then ſhall he remain ſubje& to God. Col. 1. 
772 The Firſt- born (from the Dead, ver. 18.) 


s 1, 2. Conſider the 


_ . — — 
— ——ů— ů A LOA Ao Ie > — 
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niet in things pertaining to 
Chriſt is not entered into the 


1; 8 : * » 10 d; 3 
5 Heb. 2. 17. A mera 4 


declares, that he came not into the World 


in his own Name or Authority, nor to do 


UP 4. Mes. Mark 13. 32- 
{ haur kroweth vo Man (in 


are 
a. 


» Mat. 24 


+ + 


36. John 11.,34- . 


ſelf 3 he needs wd ro whom, hn 


other ; he intreateth not for his People, 
much les for himſelf; he cannot die, and 
he deriveth his Power from none but him- 
ſelf. But tis certain, that the Lord Chriſt 
could not himſelf, without the previous Or- 
dination of the Father, _ the prime 
he Church; he 


the Dead by the Father. After his Reſur- 
rection he received of Anothir that great 
Power which he now enjoyeth-z but => that 
the Father reſerveth to himſelf 


Pond is Gives to mt, 
von to He the Times and Sea 
Father bath put in his own Power. * 
The Lord Chriſt is in Holy Scri 
deft to be the Son of God, 


3 Luke 1. bd The 


AY MW * (Bleſied' Mary) and th 


+ 2nd ont 


4 S* 


Lord of | u 
ba the Apo, Heb. f. 2. Whom be {cod 


the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow ther; 
* the Holy 
Thing that is bern of thee, ſhall be called the Sou 
of God. John-3. 18. He that believeth not, ic 
5 . > ny be bath not believed 
the only-begotten Son of God. 
— the Inviſible God. 

as impoſible, that 


Image 
they take to be fimply im 
tradictory to common-ſenſe, which Religion 
came not to deſtroy, but to improve. 

8. Our Lord Chriſt is by the ſacred 


Writers, ſo diſtinguiſhed from, and oppoſed to 


- that it amounts to as 28 an e- 
pres: denial char he bv Goth that 
1s God can inguiſhed 2 
nn | | T ber (ball 
uppoſe Diverſity. 1 Cor. 15 . 
. ſet to bw, x 440 it 2 

bn, tha Sed, — 


tor between Cad and Men, the Ma 
Jeſus Chiift. Luke 18. 19. Woy calleſt thou 


ver) Texts directly affirm, That 
W Pain God. John 17 % Fe Fa- 


25 


— this is Life Eternal, the 1 
je . true 7 2 4 
thou Haſt ſent. Or, Fon boon 
: Cor 8.6. Butt us ther but one God, the 
Father, of whom.are all and we in bim ; 
and one Lord (or Maſter, & . Teacher) by 
whom are all Things, In the Greek, One” 


Lord, Jeſus brit; fr whom art all Things, 
and hin. All Things originall 
ET Ik 


bat 


and © ng of God) had given Command- 
ments 


7 
I 
2 
1 
: 
7 
: 


underſtood Krentualhy, i. e. Ix hath ſo ha 
ned, that all Things are his, ed that for 
him; ſo the wiſe unerring Providence of 
God hath ordered, ſo the Lord Chrift hath 
deſerved. Bur to reſume the 3 
zog to this Ninth Argument. » 4+ 4,8, 6. 
One Spivit, = one Lord; — one Cod and Father 
of All, who is above All, 1 Cor, 15. 24. Then 
cometh the end, when he (Chriſt, ver. 23.) 
ſhall deliver np the Kingdom to God, even the 
Father. James. 3. 9. Tberewith (with the 
Tongue, ver. 8.) bleſs we God, even the Fa- 
ther. Rom. I5.. 6. With one Mind, and with 
Mouth g God, even the Father of our 


Lord: L 

10. I the Lord Chriſt were indeed God 
# well as Man, or (as Trinitarians ſpeak) 
God the Sor. incarnate in an Humane Nature; 
it had been altogether ſuperfluous, ro give 
che Holy Spirit to his ſaid Humane Nature, 
as a Director and Guide. For what other 


8 could that Nature need, which was one 


don with (as they ſpeak) God thr Sen; 
and in which God the Sox did Perſonally 
dwell? Luke 4. 1. Jeſus being full of. the Holy 
Ghoſt, departed from Jordan. Acts 1. 2. Aﬀer 
that he through the Holy Ghoſt (i. e. through 
Direction and Motion of the Holy Spirit, 


| the Apoſtirs. Akts 10. 38. 6 
weinted fe of Nazereth with the Foy 


11. Had the Lord Chriſt been (as Trini- 
tarian * ) God the Son joined to an Hu- 
mane Nature; he could not have aſcribed 
his miraculous Works to the Holy Ghoſt, 
or to the Father, dwelling in him; but to 
che Son, dwelling in him and nnited to him; 
much leis. could he ſo expreſly deny, that 
himſelf was at all Author of chem. Jebn 3. 30. 
1 ran ds mithing of wy , Jon 14. 19. Ti 
Father that dyvilluth in me, be docth the Works. 
Mat. 12, 28. I cat bt Devils, by the Spirit 
of Got, Acts 2. 22. dus of Natarech, 2 


Mans approved of God among you, "by "Miracles 


cat out Drvits... 
of God is, he declares at Mat. 12. 28. 1caft 


U 


Wonders au Signs, which God did by bim 
in the midſt of you, | i 
12. Had our Lord been more than a Man, 
che Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, in wich 
he is pr would not deſcribe him 
Barely as the Seed of the Woman; the Seed 
of 8 a Prophet like unro ſes ; the 
of God, on ham 
Gen. 3. 15. I will” 
put Emmity between thy Seed, and fo Seed. 
Her Seed is by all Interpreters underſtood to 
be Chriſt. Gen. 2. 18. It thy Seed ſhall all 
the Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. This again 


is univerſally interpreted of Chriſt. Deut. 18. 


18. 1 will raiſe them up a Prophet from among 


their Brethyen like unto thee, and I will pus ny 
Words into bis Mouth. This is interpreted of 
our Lord Chriſt in many Texts of the New - 
Teſtament 3 as Jom 1. 45. AA, 3. 22. As. 
7.37. Haiah 42. 1. Bebold my Servant, whom 

I #phold ; mine Eleft; in whom my Soll delight- 

eth: I will put my Spirt upon him, and be ſhall 

bring 1 1 the Gentiles, This is in- 

terpreted of Chriſt, at Mat. 12. 17, 18. 

Now that the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, is only 
the Power and Inſpiratios of ; at leaſt is 
not himſelf God; and that Al God 
is not a Trinicy, but only one Divine Perſon ; 


They hold is aſcerrainedby rheſe Conſidera - 


tions. 
1. The Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, and the 
Power of God, are. ſpoken of as one and the 


rt Veg, g. Luke 1. 35. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
ein upon thee, ( Bleſſed Fay) 2 72 
of the Higheſt ball overſbadom thee. 1 Cor. 2. 
4. 5. My preaching was not with inticing words 
of Man's Wiſdom ; but in Demonſtration of the 

Spirit and of Power ; that your Faith ſhould not - 
Rand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power 1 
Cod. Luke 11, 20. I with the Finger of Go 

(chat is, by the Power of God, Exod. 8. 19.) 
What rhis Fing! wer 


out Devils by the Spirit of God, Acts 6. 5. 


They cboſe Stephen, 4 Man full of Faith, and 
of the Holy . Ver. 8. — 14 
of Faith and of Power, did great Wonders, Here 


again, The Holy Ghoſt at ver. 5. is ex- 
plained 


Late 24. 49. with 41 1. 4, 85 8. ; 
2. A manifeſt Diftinon is made as be 
tween God and Chrift, fo alſo berween God 
and rhe Holy Spirir, or Power and Infpirati- 
on of God: ſo chat tis impoſſible the Spirit 
ſhould be God himfelf, in any other f 
than as the Attributes of God are fometi 
called God. Rom. F. 27. He (the Spirit, v. 25. 
 nabeth Intercdfion For the Saints, according to th 
"Will of God. 2 Cor. 13. 14. The Grace (or 
Favour) of our Lord 
God, and the Communan of the Holy Ghoſt be 
with you. Rom. 5. 5. The Love of God 3s ſhed 
abroad in you Ente, by the Holy Ghoſt which is 


to us. They note here, that God's Spi- 
rir or Inſpiration, being deſigned to be a con- 
I r and Guide tothe Faithful, is 


ſpoken of, it thefe and fome other 
as a Perſon : by the ſame Figure of Speech, 
that Charity is deſcribed as a Perſon, 1 Cor. 


13.47 $- And Wiſdom, Prov. 1. 2. and g. 1, c. 
And the Law or en of God, 
Pſel. 119. 24. And the Word of God, of which 
we have this Character, Heb. 4. 12, 13. A 
-Diſcerner of the Thonghts and Intent: of the Heart ; 


neither is there any Creature that is not manifeſt 
zn hu febt ; bat al things art opened and naked 
. They note alfo, gu» 


— 


of ate Pies, 25 h d 108. 105) 


(7 


us Chrift, the Eove of 


uſual in common Speech, as for ſingle Per- 


5 


add; There is neither preeept nor 


is very ſurprizing, nay utterly unaccountable. 
4 If che Holy Spirit, and our Lord Chriſt, 
are Gods, or God, no Jeſs than the Father; 
then God is a Trinity of Perſons, or Three 
Perſons: but this is contrary to the whole 
Scripture, which ſpeaks of God as but one 
Perſon; and ſpeaks of him and to him by 
ſingular Pronouns, ſuch as 1, Thou, Me, Him, &c. 
which are never uſed but of fingle Perſons. 
Job 13: 7. Will ye 18 wichedly for God ? 
il ye accegt bis Perſon? Heb. 1. 1. God 
bath in thife laſt 288 to us by his Son, 
the erpreß Image of bis Perſon, Deut 6. 
4s 5» H, O Iſrael, the Lord our · God is one 
Lord; aud thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine Mart. In the Hebrew thus, O Iſrael, 
hearken to Jehovah our God : Jebovab is one, 
and thou ſhalt love Jehovah thy God with all 
thy heart. The Jews by a moſt ancient Tra- 
dition and Cuſtom, are obliged to repeat this 
Verſe every Morning and Evening, tg keep ir 
in perpetual Memory, that Jehovah, or God, 
is one only, and not two or three. Iſa. 43. 3. 
Ian the Lord, — there is no God but ME. Mat. 4. 
10. The Lord thy God, HIM only 10 thou ſerve. 
Pſal. 102. 25. O ny God, —of Old baft THOU 
Car the l) enn be he No Inſtance 
y the Sicini can be given in any Lan- 
guage of Three ah who ever poke of 
elves, or were ſpoken to, by thi lar 
hy aki * „ * * — 
peaking is contrary to om, Grammar 
add Sctiſe, which are che Laws of Speech: 
rherefore the Holy Seriptures always ſpeaking 
thus of God, either he is only oze Perſon, or 
Scrig are one continued ungramma- 
rical Soleeciſm and Impropriety, bes that in 


the Capital Article of Faith, which no rea- 


ſonable or good Man can or ever will allow. 
For it no way helps the Tiizitarians, that God 
ys 3 ag to ſome Tranſlations) Tat ws 
makt Man, Get. 1.26. Becauſe nothing is ſo 


ſons 


| ſuch an one 
1 We be alſo wh when Wi 


AS" BBs vo 7 nota ror 
— n ba 12 * 
— 1 . 2 — 
— ͤ— ů ů ͤ — e ee eee . 


T8F 


| or. plural Pronouns. So St. Faul in 
one 2 the fame Verſe yarics the Pronoun ; 
2.Cor. 10, 2. 1 think to be bold ain. ſme 
who of Us; as if We walked according 
L. Firſt I, chen Vs We. That 
be ſpeaks of himſelf only, is put out of doubt 
by ver. 10, II. of that Chapter. His Letters 
({a tb) are wtighty and powerful, but bis bodily 
Preſence 1s weak, and bis Speech contemptible : Let 
this, that ſuch as We art in Word 


See alſo at ver, 1. Briefly, they 
Chen _— W 
the ot nl _— 


TER a wel fe — 


ſingular Pronouns, L, Thou, 1 
ſe tis contrary not only to Grammar, 
Which is always to be obſerved, when there 


(8) 


ſoil to ſpeak of chemſelves, indifferencly by 


Copies, 24 © als tis recited . 1 
by St. Cyprian ad Egiſt. Numid. and be gn, 


Hift. J. I. c. 26. If the Compilers of this 
Creed had believed, chat either the Son or the 
's God; tis unaccountable that they 
take no notice of it in a Creed, and 
ſuch a. Creed as was . y drawn up to 
ll and Neceſſary Articles 


of the Chriſtian If a Socinian, fa 
they, * 


is no Cuſtom to the contrary but to the Cu- All the raden, 8 2 
Nom df all Languages, of all Nations j | a 
who underſtand. to pen. intelligibly and i ti 
Had the Seer Holy pech been God, pil 
wit would not have been omitted in the 7 ved as th 
> hog” 3 n Acconngy Sp 
next, if not uthority to any part y Spirit. Yo. 4 
of Holy Scripture, after having that ſuits and other Learned en (e 
God i th Father Anighr, and Maker of Hea- by Saudi io his Fegg. Aff. and by 
ven and Earth; ſpeaks not a Word of the dn . Oo 2 have not to own, 
r e reed, called the A is 


[tr 
45 

JU, 
1155 
Z 
48372 
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MEE 


15 
Fark 
1 
I 
2 


Fa 
N 


Creed, js 

is Creed, and. does not acknowledg 
of the Son or Sp 
6. That God is, and that he is the Maker 
of this Beaũtiſul — e which 
we inhabit, is proved a Corpuſcular 
2 and thoſe who have held 

the Pre- eternity of the World, or that i 1 al- 
ways was: by thoſe numberleſs Deſigns 
Contrivances that we ſee in the whole ao 


| all che parts of it So many audio ad __ 


% 


Aims, Deſigns, Ends, and Contvivances, as are 
vi 

in the Structure of Ceſpecially) the Human 
Body and Mind, and of Seminal Forms, do 
moſt evidently ſhew, that they had a Maker 
equally deſigning and 
clear, that I doubt, whether Atheiſm has been 
the Abiding Sentiment of any Man ? One may 
be a while ſhockt or puzled (or even perver- 
ted) by a Doubt or Objection, or be ſwayed 
dy an intereſt or Luſt, or be under the Power 
ct a Temptation, or of a Melancholy either 
Whimſey or Frey, and thus (as it were, 
and for a ſhort time) loſe ſight of God; as 
Clouds may a while hide the Sun: But the 
Contrivances and Ends, in the Parts of the 
World, in the very leaſt of them, are ſo nu- 
merous and undeniable, that we behold 
again the Maker of all thing, more conſpicu- 
ous and bright than ever. And the very 
Doubts we formerly had, do now confirm us 
in the belief of a Divine Mind. We are fo 
much more aſſured of ſuch a Mind, than that 
ei. Mind which reaſons, and con- 
trives,and performs many 

above the Powers of Chance or blind Neceſſity : 


by how much the Effects and Works of that „ 


Divine Mind, are more numerous, admirable 
2 ere and Works 0 
23 A e (peaks at Rom. 1. 20. 
Tye : A him, even - bis eternal 
Powter and Godhead, are — underſtood by the 
things that are made. But that there is but 
one God, we know firſt, 7 oy clearly, by 
Revelation. Then, by Confideration, 
that one God is ſufficient 3 and as in the viſible 
World or C Nature, there is nothing 
(as the Philoſopher obſerves and ſpeaks) is 


Zain; much leſs is there, or can there be in 


the Divine Nature, any thing aſe/eſs, needleſs 


and ſuperfluous, Who ſeeth not, That One 


Almighty moſt Wiſe and good God is ſuf- 
fident, as ſufficient as a Thouſand ; and 
more ſuch Beings were need} 
aus? But if they are 


thing ſuperſſuous 


in the Heavens, in this our Earth, and 


powerful. This is ſo 


7 3 : 
and ſuperfis- 
$and in vain 5” i 
they cannot be, becauſe there can be no» 
ous. in the Divine Nature. 
This is the moſt uſual and allowed Argument 


2 * . a : 7 F 
1 * © 
4 


of all Parties, to prove, that there is but 
One God. But then, ſay the Sociniens, It 
no leſs proves, that there is but One Divine 
Perfon, not a Trinity of ſuch Perſons. Is 
not (ſ:y"they) the Father Almighty, moſt 
Wiſe and Good, perfect God; in a word, 
All-ſufficient 2 Yes, The very T. initarians con- 
eſs he is; becauſe if he were not, he ſhould 
not be God at all. Therefore, ſay the So- 
cinians, there neither is, nor can be any 


other Divine Perſon : and this is juſt as cer- 
tain and evident, becauſe there is the ſame 
Reaſon of it; as tis certain and evident, chat 


there is and can be but One God. 

7. To conclude; Theirs they ſay) is an 
accountable and a reaſonable Faith z but that 
of the Trinitarians is abſurd, and contrary 
both to Reaſon and to wh and therefore 


ſorts of Works, far Three 


and inexcuſable: and not to diſcern it, is not 
to be a Man, But we would not, ſay they, 
trouble our ſelves at the Non-ſenſe of this 
Doctrine, if it did not impoſe falſe Gods on 
us; by advancing Two, to be Gods, who 
are not ſo : and rob alſo the One true God, 
of the Honour due to him, and of which he. 
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Scholia on the third Tome of St. 
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or true Unity, Iden- a Party to that, which he eſteemed the more 
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| riminare him from Satan, Prince and Chief 
£ 8 Great, and other Kings of France. For which 
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4 


and Faber of our bord Chriſt 3 bur they 
fiffer concerning the Son and Holy Spirit. 
The Son, according to the Aians, was ge- 
nerated or created ſome time before the 
World; and in proceſs of time, for great 
and neceſſary Cauſes, became Incarnate in 
our — he was alſo the Father's Inſtru- 


ment and Miniſter in the Work of Creation: 


The Holy Spirit (they ſay) is the Creature 


of the Son, and ſubſervient to him in making 
. All Things. Theſe are they, to whom God 


fays, Let there be Light, Let there be a Firma- 
ment, Let us make Man, cc. But the Sori- 
2 1 but aue Maker and Creator, 
know but one God, They deny there- 

t the Son our Lord Chriſt had any 

fry Da before he was born of Blefſed 
Alary, conceived in her by the Spirit, 
Energy, or Power of God. Farther they 
teach, That the Spirit is the Energy, Power, 
and Inſpiration of God : ſaving that Mr. 
100 ad choſe tar follow hin, take the 
iT co be a Perſon 3 Miniſter 

d and Chriſt; chief of the Heavenly 
Sprs, and cherefore called the Spirit by way 
Excellence; and the Holy Spirit, to diſ- 


true Believers as may 2 


= of the Avians in Os 


4. S. ſo much eſteemed by our 
8 ſcems ro have been an 4. 
He ſaich, The Father is ſo firſt, as to 
be fiſt in Order (i. e. Time) in Dignity and 
in Power. He lich, That Three equal Per- 
ſons, in God or in the Godhead, make 
Three Gods. He denies, Thar the Lord Chriſt 
is the Son of God by ſubſtantial Generation, 
that is, by "mg wa xd Father's Sab. 


ſtance or Eſſence. of the Creeds 
thar expreſs the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, and the Divinity 3 the Son and Spi- 
rit, he ſaith, That Biſhops in General Coun- 
cils being led by Fury, Faction, and Madneſs, did 


not ſo much compoſe as huddle up Creeds ſor 
the Church, See for theſe things, Epiſcoph 


Theol, Inflitat. I. 4. c. 32, 33, 34- 
. C. Chr, nl, a Cemleman prodi- 


Learned, in 
yy todecaledaltber Himar Seca 
an, but has written an Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory 
in Quarto,with Addenda to it, Colonie, 1678 3 
2 ve, That all uity was 
Arian; and t the Unitarian has 
been reduced ſo low by the Perſecations of 
Rome, and the puiſſant Arms of Charles the 


Service, thoſe Kings have been required b 
_ Roman. Pontif, with the Titles of Mo 
Kings, and Eldeft Sons of the Church. 
alſo (under the borrowed Name of 
— written a ſmall Treatiſe with this 
THEY 5 Soiptiva Trinitatis Revelatrix : Here 
yy} ry of aſſerting the Trinity, he 
* as he could). deſeated all the 
— ths of the Catholic Cauſe; and ſhews, 
that is no conſiderable Text objefted 
to the Arians or Sociniazs, but is given up as 


b 

Crizicks and. 4 

Authors, who were 1 Trinitari ans; 

ſo chat among them, they have given away 
the Victory to their Adverſaries. 

But, Sir, I perceive I have drawn out this 

Account of the 29 to already a ſuffici- 

I will therefore 


ent for a Letter: 
nd vis Paſſage out of Dr. _—y 


( 1 


| Second Book of the Hiſtory of the Reformation 


abridged. George Van Parr, a Dutch- man, 
| refuſed to abjure 3 ſo he was burnt in the 


Year 1549+ (by virtue of a Law or Writ, ſince 
aboliſhed by 4; of Parliament) for affirming, 
that only the Father is God, and denying the 3 


on the Reſormers : It was ſaid, They 
demned Cruelty, only when ated on 
ſelyes; but were r to prac᷑tiſe it, 


u 
by 1 . 
N 


7 . 


— — — — —— — - — 


— — 
* 


Concerning the 


UNIT A 


RIAN S. 


Vulgarly called 


SO GCINIAN. 8. 


X, 


HE Texts and Arguments from 
them, objected to the Doctrine of 


not to diſappoint you in pectations 
and Demands ; Iwill, Powe! Letters lay be- 


ISS 
e ö exts out [4 4 
and the Revelation * 


The Texts out of the Old Teſtament, are 
be N r 
prove the Trinity, or the Divinity of the Son 
or Spirit. 2. Thoſe which (perha 


Doctrine; bur do it ſufficiently, when com- 


ps) would 
not, if alone conſidered, prove the Orthodox 


pared with, and explained by ſome Texts of 


| theſe in the Order of Scvipture. 


(1 Geneffs 1. 1. In the beginning God 


| (us Elobim) created the Heaven and the Earth. 


mm being a Word of the. Plural Number, 
muſt denote more Perſons than One in God. 
Anſw. God ſays ro Moſes, Exod. 7.1. Ste 7 
have made thee a God (Feb, Elohim) to Pha- 
roah, Was Moſes more than one Perſon ? 
1 Sam. 28. 13, 14. 1ſaw Elobim aſcending out 
of the Earth, 3 ſaid, what form is be 
of ? She ſaid, an old Man cometh up. The Wo- 
man ſaw Elobim : Sal asks what form is HE 
of? Therefore he did not by Elobim under- 
ſtand more Perſons. The Woman deſcribes 
Elobim to be an Old Man; and thereby aſſures 
ns, that neicher did ſhe by Elobim mean more 
than one Perſon. -. Therefore we have not 
well cranflared that Text, I ſaw GODS aſcend- 
ing out of the Earth : Pagnint very judiciouſly © 
tranſlates 


FA 
— 

AL 

2 


tranſlates it, Vidi D IVUM em; i. e. 
I ſaw a Divine (or Auguſt). Perſon aſcend- 


10g, FED 
Ca.) Gen. 1. 26. Lit VS make Manin OUR © 


Image. It muſt be allowed, that a 
ty God ſpeaks here of himſelf Twice In the 
Plural Number; therefore he is more Perſons 
than One, Auſm. This Text has been con- 
ſidered in the foregoing Letter, where ic was 
ſhewn, that ſingle Perſons ſpeak of themſelves 


indifferently by Singular or Plural Pronouns ;- 


bur more Perſons never ſpeak of themſelves, 
or are ſpoken to, by Singular Pranouns,. or in 
the Singular Number, as the Scriptures ge- 
nerally ſpeak boch to and f God. a. But it 
is alſo farther to be obſerved, that ſome 


Lee Ee (lay they) 
Man in our Meaning (ſay 
in the likeneſs of God and Angels ; 22 

22 to the Angels who were all preſent, 

* 38. 4, 7. Yer God to them, not 
as. Adjutants, but Spectators of his Work. 
They note, that this Tranſlation. agrees with 
the Stile uſed all alongin this Chapter 
LET there be Liebt. Ver. 6. LET there be 4 
Firmament. Ver. 20. LET the Waters bring 


forth, Ver. 24. LET the Zatb bring „th the 


Living Creature, 

(3-) Gen. 3. 22. God ſaid, The mis be- 
come as one of VS, to know Good and Zul. 
Here again is a Plural Number, importing: 
more Perſons in God. Au 1. Onkelos and: 
Oleaſter render tha Words more truly thus, 


The Man. is become one, knowing (of hinſf) Good h 


and Evil, i. e. Himſelf now.knows. Good and 
Evil, after having eaten af this Fruit. a. O- 
thers content themſelves ro. ſay, that God 
ſpeaks here to the Angels; So Grotius. 

4.) Gen. 11. 6, 5. The Lord. ſaid, lat VS 
Fo 22. and there cauſamd thiir- Language. 


Aufm. 1. Here alſo the Hibrews, Hraus, and 
others, ſay that God ſpeaks to the Angels, as + 
the Miniſters and Executors-of bis Decrꝶm. - 2.0. - 


thers tranſlate here, Ler their Language bu · 
faunded. Which is an Hebrew: Pheaſe,. fig- 
nify ing, I will confound their, Language For 


ſo he faith, Gen. 1. 3, G0, a4, 26, LET 
LET ths Ne. — 


sds 


nder the Original Aebrew thus; L 


„Ver. 3. 
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die 
15 
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wy 


; at ił᷑ is written in 


born from the dead. 
45 5 bal. 45. 6, 7. Thy Throne, 0 God, 


every and eber; — thou haſt loved Righte- 


8 


1 


with 8. Oil of Gladneſs above thy 


Words are 1 
thor to the H 
the Son be ſaith, 


the ſicond Plalm, 


this day have I. begotten thee. 
"The Toad of the Body the chr, the 


we thy Cod bath anointed thee 


Fellows, Theſe 


;rered of Chrift by the Au- 
rews ; "Heb. 1. 8, 9. Onto 
Thy Drone, O God, & for e- 
Anſw, The Words are originally 
Solomon; as is confeſſed by Rivet, 


Grotiue, and Mercer 3 r 


the Hebrews 
ann In a word; In 


Senſe ſ f Solomon 3 — 
tical 2 85 „of che Lord Chriſt, 


cher Solomon nor Chriſt, is in either 
Texts, called God. Both the He- 
the Greek ſhould have been ren- 
oe Mews (0 God) is for ever, 


> = 


"7 


reechued Gifts for Mn 3 or, 
& 2 _ * 2. 8.) 


— ct are TID 


lied to 
r literal 


od is thy Throne (i. 6. thy Scat, Reſting- 


) Pal. 68. 18. Thou 


or Eſtabliſhment) for ever. 


haſt aſcended on 


thou baſt led Captivity cn and haſt 


. 


by 11. 
ox high, be led. Cari 4 — ns 6 00 
(Now that be aſcende 


„ 1. Thoſe W ee 
 liwer parts of the Earth; are to be underſtood + 
of our Lord's deſcent | into the Grave, 


. 
5 to 
manifeſt- 


d, what i it, 
into the lower 


* 


I | (15) 
ds ſam, — is that be ralſed up Jeſus 


— at 
Col. r. 18. 


5 


rom gypt 


"cies of himſelf and others concerving bis 


Death, Deſcent into the Grave, and his Aſ- 


cenſion into the higheſt Heavens, far 2 
bove all the viſible Heavens, all the Heavens 
and Orbs in which the Sun and Stars move, 
3. Thou haſt aſcended, and given Gifts to Men ; 
are in the Pſalm /itterally meant of God, 
and of Chriſt only by way of Prophecy, or ra- 
ther of Emblem and Accommodation. And that 
Paul in the Epheſians intended no more than 
an Accommodation. (or, as Grotius ſpeaks, a 

myſtical or allegorical Interpretation) of 
the words in the Pſalm, is evident by the 
Gifts he mentions : He gave ſome Apoſtles, 
fome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts; that is, he 


ad ſome to be Apoſtles, others to 
be Prophets and Evangeliſts, in the Chriſtian 
Church. Theſe Gifts not being given or 
received till about one t Tears af- 


ter David's time, Pax! could not poſſibly 
imend 4 literal Interpretation of David's 

Words, * to accommodate them to 
wow gf becauſe Chriſt alſo did aſcend on 
"gh, and give Gifts to Men. To this effe& 
ſpeak Grotivs, Dr. Patrick, and other famous 
Inter on this Text. 


is. more uſual with the Ts 
New Teſtament, than to apply to 
Chriſt in a myſtical or allegori- 
what had been faid by the Wri- 
Old Teſtament of God, or any 
the lireral and primary Senſe of 
ords. This they do as as there 
likeneſs between the Perſons, or 
or Events. For example, Thoſe 
of the Prophet, -Hoſea 11. 1. Out 


ccommodated unto 
to = fulfilled in the Lord Chriſt 
A t it might be ſulfiled which was 
of te Lord by the Prophet, Out of E- 
I bus called my Son. Again, Thoſe Words 
at Pſal. 118. 22. The Stone which the Buil- 


3852, 
rh 


on 
7 


5 
& 


or 


2 


mt 
. 8 
878 
ale 


td dert veſaſtd, in become the Head Stone of the 
it: Cirntr ; are intended, all know and confeſ:, 


in cheir and, liceral Senſe of Drvid; 


. who was Te ſecded by King S5 and his 888 | 


'4 

1 

i 

| 
[ 
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but was by God exalted to be King of Iſrael. 
Bur the fame Words, for the likeneſs of the 
Event, are accommodared to Chriſt, or in 
a myſtical and allegorical Senſe interpreted 
of him; at Mat. 21. 42. and As 4. 11. 
Therefore as it were folly to dream that 
the Lord Chriſt is the People of HJrael, or 
is King David, becauſe what is faid of Fa- 
e and of David in the Old Teſtament, is 
accommodated unto (or myſtically inter- 

reted of) Chriſt : no more muſt we ſay, 
that he is God, becauſe thoſe things are af- 
rer a myſtical and allegorical Way accom- 
modated to him, which in the Teſta- 
ment were originally and literally ſpoken of 
God. He that ſhall read the Talmud, or o- 
ther Rabbinical Writings, will fee, that the 
Apoſtles took this way of interpreting from 
the Writers of their own Nation. For as 
often as the Jewiſh Rabbins met with any 
Event, or Thing, or Perſon, like to what 1s 
recorded in- ſome place of the Old Teſta. 
ment; they faid, that Place was fulfilled, 

r was again fulfilled 5} and immediately ac- 
Cmmodared the Words of ſuch Scripturero 
that Perſon, Event, or Thing. 

(10.) Pfal. 95. 9, 10, Tow Fathers temp- 
ted ne? forty Tears long was I grieved with 
this Generation, Theſe Words ſpoken by and 
of God, are interpreted of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
Heb. 3. 7, 9, 10. As ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, 


your Fathers tempted me, c. Anſw. Eſtius, 


Piſcator, Capellus, and Grotius, interpret thoſe 
Words, As ſaith the Holy Gboſt, or Holy Spi- 
rit; not of ſuch Spirit as is a Perſon, but 
of the Afflatus or Inſpiration of God; fo 
that the ſenſe of rhe words to the-Hebrews 


is, As ſaith the Holy Inſpiration of God, by the 


Mouth of the Prophet David, your Fathers:$emp- 
ted me. | 

C11.) Pfal. 99. 7. Worſhip him all ye Gods, 
or all ye Angels. Theſe Words, tho 
ſpoken of God, are interpreted of Chriſt : 
Heb. 1. 6. Again, when be bringeto the Firſt- 
begotten into the World, be ſaith, And let all 
the Angils of God worſbip him. Anfw. In the 
Greek tis, when he bringeth again the Firſt- 
gotten into the World (3. e. when he raiſed 


E 


Chriſt from the dead, who is his Firſt-be- 
gotten from the dead) He commandeth, let 
even all the Angels of God worſhip him. "Tis 
uncertain whether St. Paul had any reſſ 

to the Words in the Pſalm; but if he had, 


he doth not quote the words of the Pſal- 


miſt as if — were ſpoken of Chriſt, bur 
only declareth the Decree of God (known 
to him by the Spirit) for ſubjecting the 
Angels to Chriſt, in the ſame Words that 
the Pſalmiſt had uſed on another occaſion; 
becauſe they are words moſt proper to ex- 
preſs that Decree, and the Writers of the 
New Teſtament generally affect to ſpeak in 
Scripture Language. + 

(12.) Pal. 102. 2g. Of Old baft thou laid 
the Foundation of the Earth, c. This ſeems 
applied to Chriſt, Heb. 1. 10, 11, 12, 13. 
And thou, Lord, in the Beginning haft laid the 
Foundation of the Earth, — But to which 
* _ ſaid be at any time, Sit on my right 
Hand. Aiſw. Tho, Aquinas has ri ob- 
ſerved and acknowledged, that, —_— 
in the beginning baſt laid the Foundation of the 
Earth; both in the Pſalm, and in the Con- 
text to the Hebrews, may be underſtood of 
God only, not of Chriſt. The Context of 
the Author to the Hebrews, hath this ſenſe; 
or may be thus interpreted; And thor, 
Lord, (thar is, and in another Text of the 
Pſalms tis ſaid, Thou, Lord : So Effins, Ca- 
merarius, Grotius) baſt laid the Foundation of 
the Earth. —— But to which of the Angels ſaid 
he; (i. e. ſaid the Founder of the Earth, &c. 
ſit on my right Hand; as he faith to Chri 
Pſal. 1 10. 1? For though Pſal. 1 10. 1. is 
literally deſigned of David; yet you Hebrews 
knowing that David was in all things a Type 
of Chriſt, do alſo apply the words there, 
Sit on my right Hand, unto the Meſſias or 
Chriſt, Briefly, They ſay, this Senſe is moſt 
evident, if we read ver. 10. (or, Ta, Lord, 
in the beginning haſt laid the Foundation of the 
Earth) not to the foregoing Verſe in that 
Context to the Hebrews, but to the following 
Verſes, eſpecially to ver. 13. 

(13.) Pfal. 110. 1. The Lord ſaid unto my 


Lora, Sit on my right Hand, until 1 nabe t E. 
C 


nemits 


mimics thy Foot fo. It appears by Mat. 22.43. 
'Thar 25 7 the Words 2. 

en of God and Chriſt by Dævid; and 
—— our Saviour puts this Queſtion to 
them, How Chriſt could be David's Son, if 
David calls him his Lord? which can no 
way be anſwer d but by ſaying, that he was 
Devi 's Son according to the Fleſh, and Da- 


Spirit of Pro foreſeeing Chriſt, calls him 
bis 1 ; — calleth him ſo, not be- 
cauſe Chriſt is God, (for then, Himſtlf could 


: 


fi 


5 


Dearh, 1 Pet. 

that when 

avto wy Lord; it is to be thus, 
The Lord hath in decree ſaid, or he hath de- 


f 


- ſhall be fo. Sec Dr. Patrick's Pa- 
on this Text. g 

10. 3. Thy People ſhall be 
thy Power; In the Beauty 
Womb of the Morning, thou 
Foath. Who bur Chriſt had 
i the Beauty of Holineſs, that is, 
ivine Effence : and from the Worrb 
of the Morag; that is, from before all time, 
Womb of Eternity? Au. The 
Tranftarion hath littie Senſe, and the Inter- 
pretation of ir leſs. Of fo many Verſions of 
this obſcure Place, that of . Caſtalis, makes 
the oy mpg He tranſlates — — 
People ſhall chaarſuily offer themſelves ; wit 
9 ects — 2 War, thou ſhalt have 
a nuntrous Tauch, even as numerous as the Dem 
of the Morning's Womb. Tot habebis, per 
Guos hoſtes vincas, quam denſus eſt ros ma- 


tutinus. The Words are originally ſpoken 
of David; M _— — 
Chrift che numerous 
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(15,) Pal 139. 7. Whither ſhall f go from 


. made his Enemies bis Footftoo!) but be- 


thy oh ? Bur if the Spirit is Omnipre- 
ſenr, he is God. Aw. From thy Spirit, is 
an Hebrew Phraſe for from thee. Like as 
when tis ſaid of Moſes, Pal. 106. 33. They 
provobed his Spirit; the undoubted meaning 
is, They provoked him, So alſo, Eph. 4. 

o. Grieve not the Spirit of Cod, is an Hebraiſm 


tor grieve not God. 


' (16.) Prov. 8. 23, 24. I was ſet up from 
everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the Earth 
was : When there were no Depths, I'was brought 
forth, Solomon is here peaking of Wiſdom. 
What Wiſdom? why the Son of God; for 
St. Paul witneſſes, That Chriſt is the Wiſdom 
of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24. Anſw. Solomon in the 


objected Text, ſpeaks of the Quality or Fa- 


culty of Wiſdom, by which God fo admira- 
3 Matter or Bodies into that Frame 
which we call the World, and by which Men 
order their Affairs wiſely. That he meaneth 
not as ſome have fancied, che Son, or the 
Spirit of God, appears by the Gender he 
'uſerh. Ver. 2. SHE ftandith in the top of 
hieb Places : Ver. 3. SHE crieth at the Gates. 
c_ 7. ver. 4. Say unto Wiſdom, Thou urt 
my Siſter. Can theſe things be ſaid of the 
Son or Spirit? St. Paul to the Corinthians 
calls the Lord Chriſt, the Wiſdom of God, and 
the Power of God, and the Righteouſneſs of God, 
becauſe God manifeſted his Wiſdom, Power, 
and Holineſs, in the Lord Chriſt; he made 
the Lord Chtift his Miniſter and Inſtrument, 
in manifeſting his Wiſdom, Power, and Holi- 
nefs, By him he wrought many Miracles and 
Wonders, for confirming the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion; by him he gave us a moſt perfect 
Rule of Life, recommended by immenſe Re- 
wards and Penalties; and hereby declared 
the Infinity of his Power, his Holineſs, and 
his Wiſdom. And to this purpoſe do rhe 
more Learned, even of the Trinitarians them- 
ſelves, interpret thoſe Words of St. Paul. 

(17.) Prov. 30. 4. Who bath aſcended up into 
Heaven, — who bath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the 
Earth ? what is bis Name, und what is his Son's 


" Name? Therefore Solomon underſtood, that 


there was a Son of God, Ah. Thoſe _—_ 
: I "ac 


— 


> 


What is bis Name, and what in bis Son's Nam ? 
© ſhew. that the Speech here is not concerning 
God, or the Son of God. No m was igno- 
rant, One (or Adonai) is the Name 
of God, Exed. 6. 3. Therefore Dr. Patrick 
has (wich his uſual” Judgment) paraphraſed 
that Text thus: Who is he among all the 
« Wiſe Men, that ever went up into Heaven 
© and came down again, to tell us che Order 
and Motion of the Stars? - Who but God 
© hach tyed up the Waves of the Sea, that 
© they ſhould not exceed their Bounds? and 
who hath fixed the Earth? — By what 
Name is he called, that can explain theſe things? 
© or, if he be dead, what is the Name of bis Son or 
© bis Family, that we may inquire of them? 

(18.) Iſa. 6. 1, 8, 9. I ſaw the Lord ſitting 
upon a Thront.——1T beard the Voice of the Lord ; 
,, tell this People, Hear ye indeed but un- 
derſtand not :—ſbut their Eyes, This appearance 
of God to the Prophet, is by St. John aſeribed 
to Chriſt; John 12.41, Theſe things ſaid Iſaias, 
when be ſaw his Gloty, And the Words, Go, 
tell this People, cc. are aſcribed to the Hol 

iric 3 Acts 28. 25, 26. Well ſpabe the Holy 

ſt by 1ſaias, —Go unto this People, &c. 
By comparing theſe Places, tis eaſy to ſee that 
the whole Trinity red, and ſpake to the 
Prophet. Anfw. 1. The moſt Learned of the 
Orthodox Interpreters, both Fathers and Mo- 
Gerns, have confeſt, chat che Words in 
St. John are to be underſtood, not of Chriſt, 
but of God; for God only is intended in the 
foregoing Verſe, to which the Words of this 
relate. 2. Accordingly, the beſt Greek Bi- 
bles read that Text thus, Theſe things ſaid 
Iſaias, when be ſaw GOD's Glory, and ſpabe of 
bim. 3. The Text in the Acts aſrribeth the 
words of the Prophet to the 1 be⸗ 
cine were «Seve wrouht in che Propher 

were a W inc 5 
Mind (not exhibited to his 
by the Spirit or Power of God. Z 

(19.) Iſa. 7. 14. A Viręin ſpall conceive and 
bear a Son, and ſhall call his Name Immanuel. 
Tis added, Mat. 1.23. Which bring interpreted, 
i, God with us. Therefore the Son of the Vir- 
gin was God. Anſw.1. Matthew(as all know) 


149) 


as God was moſt plentifully with 
by ſending the Lord Chriſt to be 


outward Senſes) - 


wrote his Goſpel in bim; and therefore 
did not in the Hebrew Name, no more 
than the Prophet (whoſe words he eited) 
had done before hin. We are not bound 20 
ſubſcribe to the Interpretation of the Greek 
Tranſlator, ＋ obſcure and unknown 
Perſon, The Hebrew Name is interpreted by 
Eraſm s ( Apol. ad Stunic.) God with him: and 


to this Interpretation of this Name of our 


Lord Chriſt, Sr. Peter very plainly alludes, 
As 10.38. . 2. Admitting that Immanuel 
(as we now pronounce the Word) may be in- 
terpreted God with us; yet the Child alſo who 
was to be a Sign to King Ahaz (and whom 
Cratius thinketh to be the Son of the Prophet 
Jaiah) was ealled Immanuel, by order from God. 
And there are ſeveral Names of this high 
Import and Signification in Holy Seriprure. 
Elibu (recorded 1 Chron, 12. 20.3 is, He is 
my God. Eliatha (mentioned 1 Chron, 25.4.) 
ſignifies, Thou art my God, 3. Chriſt 4 
named Immanuel, taking it for God with Us; 


People, 

i Ambaſſa- 

dor and Repreſentative, and our Redeemer. 
Several of the moſt Learned Trinitariens ac- 
knowledg, that no more was intended in this 
— _ ba Stone of un 

20.) Ifa.8.14. He 4a Sto 

145 bec. Tie is | of God in the 


e to Chrift Rom. 9. 33 
W. e . ace e 
eite the W rophet, as ſpoken; 

Chriſt; ber only uin Ode ſenſe pi 
to him: namely as Chriſt alſo was to many a 
Stone of ſtumbli 


2 bdbove 


bove 700 Years before Chriſt was born. And 
for this plain Reaſon, this Text is never ap- 
plied ro Chriſt by the Writers of the New 
Teſtament. 2. The Text is indeed to be un- 
derſtood of NA but is very extrava- 
gantly rendred in the Engliſh, In the Hebrew 
tis thus, Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 


* 43s given, The Wonderſul Counſellor, the Mighty 


God- ſhall name bim the Peaceable Prince. His 
Government ſhall be niultiplied (i. e. He ſhall 
reign long, even Twenty Nine Years) and he 
ſhall have very great Peace. He ſhall ſit upon the 
Throne of David, erdering and eft abliſhing it with 
Judgment and Fuſtice, from benceforth to the end 
of has Life. The Zeal of the Lord of Hoſts (hall 


per ſorm this; i. e. God's Love to his choſen 


People ſhall make good- this my Prophecy. 


Note, chat 70 end of Peace, and 20 end of 


Riches, are never to be ſtrictly underſtood in 
Human Affairs; but we mean by them very 
great Peace and Riches. Therefore the Peace 
of Hexetziah being in Twenty Nine Years in- 
rerrupted, by only one Expedition againſt 
him; and that alſo in the end unſucceſsful ; 
He may be ſaid to have enjoyed great Peace, 
or (ſpeaking. Hyperbolically, as is the manner 
of this Pro her) Peace without end. 

(22.) Ia. 35.4, 6. God will came, — then the 
8 blind 2 be opene i, &c, This ſeems 
co 6 


applied to Chriſt, Mat. 11. 4, 5. Jeſus 


_  anfwined, — Go, tell John what ye do ſee and 
bear, the Blind receive their Sight, c. Auſw. 1. 


th not appear that our Saviour intended 
te the words of the Prophet. 2. But 
that he might allude to them 3. God 


is ( in the Prophet) laid to come to the Fews, 


6 9 3. The Voice of in that crieth 
bs ef of the Lord, 
Voice was 


- (20) 


for God, when he prepared the way for Chritt; 
becauſe Chriſt was the Amba and Re- 
preſentative of God, and God was with and 
ia Chriſt. Acts 10. 38. God was WITH him. 
you 14. 10. The Father that dwelleth IN me, 
e doeth the Works, 

(24-) Ifa. 44. 6. Thus ſaith the Lord, I am 

the Firſt, and I am the Laſt. Chriſt alſo is 


called, the Firſt and the Laft, Rev. 1. 8, 17. 


Rev. 22. 13. Aiſw. Rev. 1. 8. is not ſpoken 
of Chriſt, but of God. At ver. 17. Chriſt 
is called the Firſt and the Laſt : but Eraſmus, 
Grotius, and Hugo Cardin lis interpret the 
Words of him as he is « Man. Chrift, faith 
Hugo, is the Firſt (or, moſt Honourable) with 
good Men; and He is the Laft (or, moſt Do- 
ſpiſed)with Infidels and wicked Nen. Brietly, 
both Almighty God and our Lord Chriſt, are 
the Firſt and the Laſt, but in different Senſes. 
(25.) Iſa. 45. 23. I have ſworn by my ſelf, 
Uns me every Knee ſhall bow. Theſe words 
of God are applied to Chriſt, Rom.14.1c,11. 
We ſball all 2 before the Judgment - Scat of 
Cbriſt; for it is written. every Knee ſhall bom 
to ne, and tvery Tongue ſhall confeſs to God. Anſw. 
In bowing and con to Chriſt at the laſt 
Judgmenr, we are ſaid to bow and confeſs to 
3 becauſe Chriſt thes and there holderh 
the Place of God, repreſegteth him, and 
acteth by his Commiſſion. So Men are ſaid 
to appear before. our Soveraign Lord the 
King, when they appear at the Bar of his 
Judges 3 becauſe the ] act in the King's 
cad, and by his Commiſſion. 
(26.) Jer. 23. 5, 6. 1 willraiſe unto David 
4 Nghteous Branch; in bis Days Jadaly ſhall 
be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall well ſafely ; and this 
ts the Name wherewith be ſhall be called, The Lord 
(Heb. Jehovah) owr Righteouſneſs. Chriſt,the 
Branch of David; is here called. Febovab our 
Righttouſueſs. Febovab being the very Name 
of God, nay his Incommunicable Name; it fol- 
lows that Chriſt is true God. Anſw. 1. Gratius 
has ſhown, that the Branch here intended is 
Zorobabel. 2. But theſe Words, This is the Name 
whereby he ſhall be called, are 1 neither of 
Zorobabel nor of the Lord Chriſt, but of I as! 


(che Nation of Jrar/) immediately before 


mens 


£S —_ 1 N = 
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mentioned: as appears by this Parallel Text; 
Jer. 33-15; 16. Ii thoſe Days,. I will cauſe 
the Branch of Rightsouſneſs to grow up unto David, 
and be ſhall execute Judgment and Righttouſueſs 
in the Land. In thoſe Days ſball Judah be ſeved ; 
and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell ſaſely, and this is the 
Name wherewith SHE m) -ſhall be 
called, The Lord (Heb. ) our Righte- 
o#ſneſs, The meaning in both Texts is this; 
Jrael and Jeruſalem, in the Days and under the 
Government of Zorobabel, ſhall be called The 
Lord is our Righteouſneſs (or, our Juſtifier) be- 
cauſe God ſhall forgive their paſt Sins, and ac- 
cept and deal wich chem as a righteovs People. 
* (27.) Dan. 3. 25. The Form of the Fon th is 
like the Son of God, A4nſw. In the Hebrew tis 
like a Son of Gcd; that is, like an Angel. 
For io this Paſſage is explained at ver. 28. 
and Angels are called Sons of God, Fob 1.6. 
00 38. 7. 
7 (28.) Micah $.2. Thou Bethlehem, out 
of thee ſhall come unto me, that is to be Ruler of 
Iſrael; whoſe goings forth have been of Old, from 
everlaſting 3 or, as tis in the Margin, from the 
Days of Eternity. This Verſe is expounded of 
Chrift, even by the Jewiſh Prieſts and Scribes, 
Mat. 2. 5, . Anſw. 1. In the Hebrew tis from 
Ancient Days. Grotius makes this Senſe of the 
Verſe, whoſe goings forth (or whoſe Deſcent, 
Original, or Pedigree) is of Old, from anci- 
ent Times. For Chriſt deſcendeth of the moſt 
Ancient Stock of David, of Bethlehem. Mr.Cal- 
vi makes the Senſe to be, whoſe goings forth 
have been Decreed from the Days of Erernity. 
(29-1 Zech. 2. 8, 9. Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hi 


ofts ; 2 the Glory bath he ſent me to the Va- 
tions which ſpoiled jou. will (bake my Hand 


upon them, and they ſhall be a ſpoil to their Ser- 
vants; and qe ſball know that the Lord of Hoſts 
bath ſent mz. He that here ſpeaks, calleth 
himſelf the Lord of Hoſts, . Thus ſaith the Lord 


of Fofts : yer he confeſſeth, that he is ſent by 


the Lord of Hoſts to deſtroy the Nations that 
had ſpoiled Hal That is, God the Son was 
ſent by God the Father, This Text Cardinal Bel- 
larmin calleth Locum e ſficaciſſimum. Anſw.Theſe 
Words, as they are in the Latin and Engliſh 
Tranſlations, are hardly Senſe. Neither are 


(21) 


thoſe Words, Thws ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the 
Words of the Lord of Hoſts himſelf; but of 
the* Second Angel, who at Ver. 3, and 
ſpoke to the firſt Angel, and to Zechariah. 
The Verſes ſhould have been thus rendred 
from the Hebrew, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
Afterwards fhall be Glory, (i. e. after ye are 
departed out of Babylon, ver. 7. ye ſhall have 
Honour and Peace) for he bath ſent me to the 
Nations which ſpoiled you (i. e. To the Bay- 
lonians, and their Confederates) I will ;ſhake 
my Hand upon them, and they ſhall be a Spoil to 
their Servants 3 (i. e. I will ſtir up their Sub- 
jects to rebel againſt chem, and ſpoil them; 
And ye ſhall know that the Lord of Hoſts bat 
ſent me; i, e. hath ſent me to puniſh them, 
and give you Peace and Glory, 

(30.) The Lord (Heb. Fe) ſaid wito 
Satan, The Lord (Heb. JebovabY rebuke thee. 
Here we ean underſtand no other, but Feho- 
vah the Father, and Febovah the Son. 
Anſw. The Lord in the firſt Clauſe is the 
Angel of the Lord, as appears by ver. 1. for 
there Satan ſtands before the Angel. And 
that indeed he was an Angel, not true ebo- 
vab, is aſcertajned by his praying to another 
Perſon to rebate (i. e. to chaſtiſe) Satan. 
In the ſis of the Trinitarians, the Son 
is no leſs Almighty than the Father, and 
therefore needed not to pray, that the Father 
ſnould chaſtiſe Satan. When Angels are ſent 
by God, and do repreſent his Perſon, the 
names Jebovab and God are communicated to 
them; Exod. 3. 2, 4, 6. The Angel of the Lord - 
appeared to hin in 4 Flame of Fire out of the midſt of 
4 Buſh, — And whenthe Lord (Heb. Jebovah 
ſaw that he turnid afide to ſee, God called to hin 
out of the midſt of the Buſh. — Moreover be ſaid, 


Tam the God of thy Father. Exod. 23, 20, 2% 
Behold, I ſend m Angel before thee,  — to bring 
thee into the Plact which Fhave prepared; ---- Pro. 
voke him not, ---- for is in him. Accord- 
ingly, in the follo Chapters and Books 
of Moſes, this Angel is all along called God and 


cbovah. _ Briefly, Zebovab is a Name of God, 

ut ſuch an one as is ſomerimes communica-- 
ted both to Perſons and Places. Therefore 
in the vulgar Engliſh Tranſlation, that Text is 


Dot. 


not well rendred ; Pſal. 82. 18, This whoſ 


Name alone is art the maſt High over all 

Name is thog alone art the moſt High o- 

wer all the Earth, And ſo tis rendred in the 
i Tranſlation, which is a bet- 

rer and more dextrous Tranſlation, 1 

in obſcure or iguous Texts, than that 


which is appointed to be read in Churches, Thoſe 
Tranſlators. better underſtood both the He- 
brew and Greek than King James his M en did. 

(31.) Tech. 12. 10. They ſball look 


of dig » and yer are 

Lore SN Rev. 1. 7. and Jahn 19. 39. 
Anſw. As the Jews inthe times of the Pro- 
phets, did (as it were) pierce God with 
' rheirSins of al kinds; ſo they pierced 
in wh pur to Death the Lord 
ry, He who received 


1 


j 
l fei 


tt 
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firſt only a Marginal Note added ſince the 
Birth and Death of our Lord, and it. pro- 
ceſs. of time taken into the Text of the 
Book. 3. The Original Greek may be thus 
rendred 3 Afterwards this Book of the 


-< Commandments of God, and the Law 


© which endureth for ever, was ſeen upon 


7 N 
Earth, and md over by Men. Note, 


That the laſt Verſe of Baruch 3d, is to be read 
with the firſt of Baruch che 4th. 


Beſides theſe particular Anſwers to the 
ſeveral Texts objeRed to their Doctrine our 
of rhe Old Teſtament, the Socinians ſay far- 
ther to them all in general. 


I. Whereas ſo exceptionable a Doctrine 
as thar of the Trinity, and irs Dependances, 
ought to be proved by clear Texts and de- 
monſtrative Arguments; on the contrary, 
theſe. Texrs are (for the moſt part) ſo far 
from being clear and evident „ that a 
Man muſt have a more than ordinary Wir 


and Capacity to apprehend how moſt of 
them are at all to the ſe, and why or to 
what end they are the Tyinita- 


riaxs, Moſt Men will want to be ſhewn the 
reaſon why they are cited or objected againſt 


the Unity of God. 
Though in the Heat of Diſputation 
n a- 


Divinity of the Lord Chriſt and of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, are not indeed taught in the Scrip- 
ö Teſtament, but are a Re- 
So ſaith 
« Prax.C. 3. St. Cyprian, Serm. 6. 
Mierom, atv. Luciſ. Theodorit, ad Græc. I. 2. 
R. Tuitienſis dt Divin. Offic. 1. 11. c. 14. 
F. L. Brugenfis on John 1. 49. and on Mat. 
19. R. Bellarmine de Chriſt, l. 2. c. 6. 
and more clearly de Purgat. Il. 1. c. 11. and 
de Amiſ. Grat. I. 4. c. 15. Calovius Anticrei. 
Sect. 420. A. Salnero Pol. in Evang. 1 1. q. 3. 
eis the more general Opinion of the 
Divines of all Sects and Perſwaſions. 


us in the New. 


3. If 


— 


(23) OD 


3. If ſo many had not confeſſed ir, yer 
the thing is evident in it ſelf. For if the 
Trinity were indeed taught in the Old Teſta- 
ment, how came the Jewiſh Church in all 
Ages to be ſo wholly rant of it, that 
(as all confeſs) they had not che leaſt Suſpi- 
cion, that God is more than one Ferſon? 
And if in this they had been deceived, ti 


tis 
not to be deubted that our Saviour would 
have reproved their Hereſy, and carefully 
ſer them right, as he did in the matter of the 


Riſurretion, and of their Traditions or Oral 
Law 


r to be derived from” mes; 
ſee what he fatrh, Mar. 15. 9. But doch our 
Lord any where charge them with Hereſy, 


for believing, that God 1s only one Perſon ? 


4. The Socinians are aware, that to Perſons 
who never read any thing of this great Queſti- 


> 


on, ſome of their Interpretations of the - 

Texts, both of the Old and New Teſtament, may 

ſeem ſome what barſh and ftrained. But this 

(they ſay) happens, only becauſe ſuch Per- 

ſons haye been always accuſtom'd to under - 
|; Texts i 


ſtand che a in a contrary 
ſenſe, in the fenſe of the Church: bur 
if chey will often read and c the Socini- 


an ſenſe of them, they will ſoon diſcern 


rrue and only of which. theſe Texts 
are capable, if we would reconcile them to. 
the reſt of S$cri and (particularly) 


7 
to the many clear Texts and Demon» 
ſtrations cited and hinted in the Firſt Ler- 


ter, 
SIR, 


Iam Yours, 


* — 


* ; 
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A Third Letter 


Concerning the 


| Called 


$6 CINTEA-N'S 


8 J. R, a | 

N this I give you the Texts of the Evange- 
lifts and Acts objected to the Socinian 
Doctrine con God our Lord 
and the Holy Spirit: amd the Anſwers 


ol the Sociniens to the Argument ariſing from 
17) Marth. 1. 22. They ſhall call bis Name 
. þ for 


which interpreted, is, God with 
WH. Anſw, See on I 7. 14 5 
8 Mat. 2. 2. e is be e dere 
. Neit hs ent, = 
ord for worſhip him, im more than 
nander er all the Zaſt, and particularly a- 
nong th to proſtrate ro Kings, 2 Sam 
9. 18. 51. 16, 23, 31. 2 San. p. 6. 
LED Mat. 9. 6. The Sou of Man bath Powtr 
on to forgive Sins. w- This is plain- 


ly ſpoken of Chriſt as he was a Man. God 
gave this Authority to the Lord Chriſt, be- 


Son but the Father, &c. Anfw. 


cauſe he gave to him alſo to know what was 
in Mens Hearts; namely, whether their Re- 
pentance and, outward Profeſſions were 
fincereand laſting, Fohs 2. 24, 2g, Rev. 1.1. 

(4-) Mar. 11. 27. All things ave delivered 
to me of my Father, and no Man bnowtth the 
(i.) If Chriſt 
were himſelf that one true God, it could not 
be ſaid here that another Peſon gave all 
chings into his Hands. (2,) The moſt Or- 
thodox Interpreters do underſtand all things 
here, to be all things requiſite for pro- 
curing and effeRing the Redemption and Sal- 
vation of Men, or all things neceſſary to the 
executing the Office of the Meſſias. Where- 
as our Lord adds, None bnoweth the Son bat 


the Father, &c. Maldonate and Grotius make + 


the ſenſe to be, None but God knows what 
the Sox's Office is, or what he is to do and 


"ſuffer in order to the Salvation of Men; as 


on the other ſide, none but the Son — 
the 


as. 
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the Father's Mind, concerning the way and 
means by which Mankind is to be redeemed 
and ſaved. 

(5.) Mat. 12. 31. Blaſphemy againſt the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven, Anſw. St. Auſtin, 
and generally all judicious ons — by 


Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, 


underſtand Mens aſcribing (wich the Scribes 
and Phariſees in this Chapter) the Miracles 
and Works done apparently by the Spirit 
or Power of God, unto Magick, or the Power 
of the Devil. So that che Holy Ghoſt, or 
Spirit, is not in this Text a Perſon, or a God, 
but merely the Power of God. 

6.) Mat. 18. 20. Where two or three are 
gathered together in m Name, there am I in the 
midſt of them. Mat. 29. 20. I am with you al- 
ways, even to the end of the World, Theſe 
Texts prove the Omnipreſence of Chriſt, 
and . conſequently, that he is true God. 
Anſw. 1. St. Paul to the Coloſſiaus ſays, Though 
I be abſent in the Fleſh, yet am I preſent with 
you in the Spirit, joying and bebolding your Order 
and your Stedjfaſtneſs, Col. 2. 35. Was Paul 


Omnipreſenc, or was he true God? He knew 


and faw by the Spirit, the good Order in the 
Coloſſian Church, and even the Stedfaſtneſs 
of their Faith; but the Lord much more 
knoweth and ſeeth his Churches by that Spi- 
rit which he hath without meaſure. 2. It may 
be ſaid, chat the Lord Chriſt is in the midſt of, 
and is with his P 3 not as God is, by 
an immediate Preſence, but by his moſt 
powerful Aid and Help, which he affordeth, 
partly by his continual and ſucceſsful Medi- 
ation for them all in general, Heb. 97 25. 
partly by the Angels who are under his Di- 
ions, and by him ingaged in the Defence 

of the Faichful, Heb. 1. 14. | 
.) Matth. 26. 63; Tell us whether thou bt 
the Cbriſt, the Son of God. Like to which 
Text are Matth. 14. 33. Mat. 16. 16. John 1. 
49. Anſw. It being manifeſt that Princes 
are called Sons of God by the Pſalmiſt, 
Pſal., 82: 6. as alſo that Pſal. 2. 7. (Thou 
art my Son) is literally meant of David. 
Hence it was that the ems both then and 
now call che Meſſias the Son of God; not be- 


( 25) 


cauſe (as ſome imagine) they think he is 
God, or is generated of the Divine Sub- 
ſtance ; bur becauſe they expect he ſhall be 
a very great Prince, an univerſal Monarch, 
and therefore the Son of God in a more per- 
fe& and higher ſenſe than David, or other 
Princes are. | 

(8.) Mat. 28. 19. Baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Anfw. (1.) To be baptized in 
the Name of a Perſon or Perſons, is a Rice 
by which one delivers himſelf to the Inſtitu- 
tion, Inſtruction, and Obedience of ſuch per- 
ſon or Perſons : ſo that to be baptized in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſh 
is to profeſs to be led and guided by them ʒ 
er (as Grotius expreſſes this matter) tis to 


theſe, that is, nohing but what is com- 
manded by God or the Father, and 
2 Miracles, and 
nally with the Witneſs and Teſti 
* that is, of the Power and 
of God. (2.) Tis in vain, not to | 
culouſly pretended, that a Perſon 
is God, becauſe we are baptized unto it, 
in the Name of it. For then Moſes. and 
Bapriſt alſo would be Gods, 1 Cor. 10. 1, 
Our Fathers were — all baptized unto Moſes, 
? 
is, 
unte 
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Acts 19. 3. Unto what then were W 
and they ſaid, Unto John's Baptiſm ; 
Go the Generality of In 
ohn and the Doctrine by him de d. 
Nor can it be doubted that to be baptized 
unto a Perſon or Perſons, and to be baptized 
fame thing.” For, C.) "Th adele 
me „For, (1.) Tis acknowlei 
by all that underſtand the Hebrew and Sy- 
riac Idioms. (a.) *Tis manifeſt by compa- 
ring ſome Texts of Scripture. For what 
in ſome of them is -baptizing unto, is 
in others called baptizing in the Name of. 
Rom. 6.3, As nam of you as have bt 17 77 
into Jeſus Chriſt, (or unto Jeſus Chriſt; foi 
tis the fame brepoſition in the Greek that 


is uſed of Moſts, 1 Cor. to. 1, 2. and of 
I D 


John 


13 
= 


Gal. 3. 27. As . 
ized into Chriſt (in 
| bait mpeg pubyy 
2. ed cen one of you in 

f Feſas brit. Acts 9. 16. They were 


4 have been 


E 
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them, ſo che 
— Diipe 


the Diſciples to require Men to re- 
e d 


= 
> Name (or from him] that God would 


them, 


| through the whole Chapter. 


(C26) 0 


A. 19. 3.) haue bun baptized - 


of ths Expect Virtue or Foree (I mean) 


as the Word, i. e. was God the Son. 
Anſw. But where in Scripture is the Word cal- 
led God the Son? 
The Word was with God; i. e. The Son was 
with the Father. Aufm. It feems then that 
God in this Clauſe is the Father. But was not 
the Son alſo. with the Holy Ghoſt, and is nor 
he too (according to the Tinitarians) God, 
ora God? It he is, why doch St. John only 
ſay the Son was with the Father; and how 
comes the Father to engroſ here the Title of 
God to the Excluſion of the Ghoſt ? 
Zhe Word was God. Whats 


Son. But inthe whole Seripture there are nor 


1 8 How 
comes this to in repeated? for Fob had 
ſaid once dee that the Word fx with 
God. They care not, tis ſaid, and that's e- 
The Truth is, according to their 
this Context, no account ean be given 


che Heavens and Earth. For 
theſe Words are from Gn. x. 1.) was 
the Herd. The Aebrews- call that Power and 


 Wiſdhmof God, by which he made the World, 


and does all other his extraordinary Works, 


were aue. . 
were made by the Word of God. 2 Per. 3. f. By 
the War of God the Aue were of old, Plat. 


They borrowed this Expreſſion from M/s, 
who in deſcribing the Creation, faith that 
God ſald, Let there be Light, Gen. 1. 3. God. 


. 


- ſaid, Let there be a Firmament, Gen. 1.6. and 


Undoubredly 
Moſes is not to be underſtood of a Word orally 


. . ſpoken, for God is a Spirit; but his meaning 


is, 


1 


45 


is, | God put forch his Fry and Wiſdom, and 
thereby created Light and the Firmament, 
c. as eaſily as Men can ſpeak theſe Words, 
Let there be Light, Let there u 4 Firmament. 
Thus we fee why the Divine Wiſdom and 
Power was called the Word by David, . and fo 
eſtament. 


many Writers of the New T 


The Word was with God ; i. e. It was not yet 
in the World, or not yet made Fleſh, (ver. 10, 
and 14.) dur with God, © 

The Word was God; i. e. The Word (or 
Divine Wiſdom and Power) is not ſomething 
different from God; but being his Wiſdom 
and Power, is God. *Tis the common Maxim 
of Divines, that the Artribures and Properties 
of God are God, Which is in fome Senſe 
true. We may alſo here note, that thoſe Per- 
ſons (whether Angels or Men) to whom the 
Divine Word hath in an extraordinary 
Degree communicated, have alſo had the 
Names Fehovah and God given to them. The 
Angel who d Sodom by 4 miraculous 
Tempeſt from Heaven, is called Fehovab z 2 
he that promiſed Abraham to cauſe Sarah 
conceive a Son, Gen. 18. 13. On the 
account God ſays to Moſes,, Exod. 7. 1. Sr I 
bave nau ther 4God to Pharaoh. Ver. 2. The 
ſame was in the r with God. This is 

by the iſt, to 
Word Word is fo God, thar it is nor 
all that God is; there other Properties 
and Attributes of god, | 
ble —— as the Word, 


Perſon, bythe fame der 
lone fairh, Wiſdom bath 


& 2 
and bemꝶ out her ſeven Pillars, Prov. 9. 1. And 
chat David calls God's Commandments Con- 
ſeltors, Plal. 119. 2 

Ver. 4. In hin; 1. e. In him when he was 
1 and was made Fleſh ; Ver. 10, 

14. 

Was Life; i. e. By the Word, when made 

Fleſhor Mar, che way and manner of obrain- 


ing Life' (eternal Life) was diſcovered to the 


"Tis again 


Gentiles, The way is the Done of che Go- 
ſpel, Jahn 12. 30. 
the Liſe was the Light of Men ; i. e. The 


'Life-giving Doctrine by him taught, was that 


Light, to and by which Men may — 
to direct their Steps in order to eternal Rleſ- 
ſedneſs, John 12. 50. So here the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, the Goſpel, is called Light, as be- 
fore ir was called Life. 

Ver. 8. He (John) was nat that Light i. e. 
John neither was, ner was the bringer of the 
— of the Goſpel : though he bare Witneſs 

th. - *Tis uſual in familiar to call 

che Mage er of a thing, by the Name of the 

ings: and for this reaſon our Savi- 

cur — 5 Life, and Light, Jahn 14. 6. 
8. 12. 

Ver. 10. Het was in the World. Here the E- 
ow 1 returns · co ſpeak of the Word. The 
Senſe is, in Proceſs o time the Word became 
incarnate, that is, Abode on the Perſan.of Jiſus 
Chrift, and ſo converſed in the World among 
Men. God communicated his Word, (chae 
is, a vaſt Effuſion of his Divine Power and 
widows to his Son the Lord Chriſt, 4s 
10. 

World was made by him; ie. The World 
and all Men were made by this W m_ 
Ne abode on Jeſus 
which ia an 
much leſs w * dee Vrk 
ation. 

And the World knew lim nor. Knew not that 
the Word abiding on Jeſus, was that very 
Divine Word which made both the World 
and all Men. 

Ver. 1 "He Came unto bis own; is Tothoſe 

made, ver. 10. Ht un- 
d of the Word. The Word came in 
the Perſon of Chriſt. 

His ownrectived him not; i. e. did not own 
him for what he indeed was, the Divine Word. 


and 

Ver. 1a. p 

his Name, is an Hebrew Phraſe, as much as 
ro lay, on him; f Lc. Them that believed on 
the Wor, made Fleſh : or them that 1 
D 2 ve 


| Fe dhe Word was made Fleſh : 


— He was: 


(28) 


ved and owned him for what he indeed was, 
even the Divine Word. 

Ver. 14. 4d the Word was made Fleſh; Or, 
i.e, did abide 
on and inhabit an Humane Perſon, the Perſon 
of: Chriſt; and ſo was (in appearance) 

e Fleſh or Man: for Fleſh is the uſual- 
Phrafe for Man, Gen. 6. 12, Deut. 5. 
26 Im te: 12. Nr. 17.5. Mark 13. 20. 

Ard we bebeld bis Glory; i.e. The Glory 
of che Man, on whom the Word did abide and 
inhabit in him. We beheld hjs Glory in his 
many Miracles, Jobs 2. 11. Alſo in his Tranſ- 
figurarion, 2 Pet. 1. 17. And on many other 


be Glem as of the only-begotten of the Father; 
re. A Glory worthy of the only - begotten 
of the — 82 Chriſt is 9 he only- 
begotren on ſeveral accounts, this eſpecially, 
char he only was . by the Divine Pow- 
er on a Woman, Laß At 

Yer. 15. John bare Witneſs of bim—ſaying, 
t ne.: i. e. Was before me in 
Digaity, y, being the only. begotten of God: Ss 

dfinus and Bez as well as Grotius, 

Ver. 18. I i in the Boſom of the Father; 
i.e. Who is moſt dear to the Father. So the 
e ſignifies in other Texts; Numb, 11.12. 

51 6, 
| 5 5 i. e. Bath revealed his 


— Wiſdom G G1” which Word 
CO 


IL Ache Difficulcies of this Chapter, 


more caſe than any other hitherto of- 
Beſides that ir is ſo well founded, as 
3 od as caſy and” 
obvious, and clears the Senſe was _— 
e pture that is 
fe oblſcure and dark, and which was deſigned · 


P 


7 8 but be that came down fr 
ven ; ev 


ly written after 5 myſterious and fublime 
manner. 4 Doſe this Tmp 

n 2. 19, 21. oy this Temple, 
af in wk Days I will raiſe it up. —- He ſpake of 
the Temple of bis Body. Anſw. Chriſt raiſed his 
Body, by a Power communicated to Him by 
the Father: and accordingly his being raiſed; 
is always attributed to the Father, not rohim- 
ſel&-Gal. 1. 1. Paul an Apoſtle, —by Feſus Cbriſt; 
and God, the Father, nho raiſed him from the Dead, 
See alſo Eph. 1. 19, 20. 1 Tbeſſ. 1. 9, 10. Had 
our Lord raiſed himſelf by his own proper 
Power, his Reſurre&ion could in no reſpea +. 
be aſcribed to the Father. 

(14-) Joby, 2. 28. He knew whit was in 
Man, The Knowledg which the Lord 
Chriſt had, or now in his ſtate of Exaltation 
* of che Secrets of Mens Hearts, is the 
pure Gift of, and Revelation from God, and 
the Word abiding on him. Rev. 1. 1. 
The Revelation ef Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave. 
to him, to ſbrw unto bis Servants. John 3. 34. 
God 42450 not the Spirit by meaſure (that is, 
J wnto hin. But ſee alſo what they. 

2. 23. 
Is 51 John 5 13. No Man bath afcended 


om Hea- 


; even the Son of Man, which is in Heaven. 
Aw. (I.) Eraſmus, Beza, Camerarins, ac- 
knowledg that the Greek ſhould be rendred, 


which war in Heayen. Neither ſo are the 
Words, which was in Heaven, an idle Repeti- 
tion of what ee for it is repeated 
15 ing or its greater Con- 
ng Te ned One 
rs t into, 
3 in Heaven, as alſo the deſcending, 
metaphorically ; and interpret thus, No 
Ade Ae up to Heaven :- No Man 
hath known.the Mind of God our Heavenly 
Father: But be that came down from Heaven 3 
i. e. bar he that is ſent to you as the Mefſen- 
ger of Heaven, or of God. Even the Son of 
Man which # in Heaven; i. e. even I whoſe: 
Meditation and Converſation is in Heaven.. 
As St. Paul ſays of himſelf; Phil. 3. 20. Our 
Converſation is in Heaven, So they interpret 
the whole Paſſage, of che humane Nature, I. 


ſuppoſe, 


ſappoſe, becauſe our Lord conſiders and 
ſpeaks of himſelf here by the Name only of 
the Son of Man; But the Socinians do (ge- 
nerally )- underſtand this Text literally, and 
ſay, char *cis here intimated that before our 
Lord centred upon his Office of Meſſias, he 
was taken up to Heaven to be inſtructed in 
the Mind and Will of God {as Mies was in- 
to the Mount, Exod. 24. f, 2, 1 2.) and from 
thence deſcended to execute his Office, and 
declare the ſaid Will of God. The ſame thing 
they ſay is alſo hinted, John 6. 38, 46, 51, 62. 
Join 8. go. 7 

16.) John 3. 18. The only begotten, Anſw.See 
on Jahn 1. 14. | 

19.) John $5. 19.. Whatſotver: things He 
(che Father) doth, thoſe alſo: doth the Son. 
Aw. The Son doth them, only by the Spi- 
rit or Power of the Father inhabicing in 
him. John 5. 30. I can do nothing of my ſelf. 
John 14. 10. The Father that d in me, 
He doth the Works, _ Matth. 12. 28. I caft out 
Devils by the Spirit of God. 

(18.) J 5- 23- That all Men faul 
haudur the tuen as they bonour the Father. 
Anſw. The meaning only. is, as we honour 
God or che Father, ſo we muſt not forget 
to honour alſo the Son of God; becauſe to 
him the Father hath committed the laſt 
Judgment of all Men, ver. 22. An Equality 
of Honour is no more 1 ed here, than 
an Equality of Perſection in choſe words, 
Be ye penect, even as your Father which is in 
Heaven us perſect, Matth. 3. 48. For the 
ſenſe there is, As God is truly perfect, ſo 
do ye endeavour to be wich chat Per- 
fection of which your finite Natures are ca- 


pable. 45 Y 
(19.) John 6. 44. I will raiſ bin up at the 
laſt Day. Ns, The Lord Chriſt ſhot raiſe 


and change our Bodies by the ſame-Diyine 
Word, or Power of God com aced to 
him, and abiding on him, by which while 


(29) 


he was in this mortal Life, - he raiſed and 


changed the Body Bf Lazarus, which was cor- 
rupted : that the Power by which he reſto- 
red Lazarus to Life again, was notour Lord's. 
own proper Power, but God's, chat is, che. 


Father's; is plainly intimared by our Lord 
himſelf, Jobs 1 1. 41. Father, I thank thre 
that thou haſt heard me, &c. Almighty God 
can- lodge, even in dry Bones, a Power of 
reſtoring the Dead, 2 Kings 13. 21. See al- 
ſo ad been ſaid on John 5. 19. 

(20.) Fon 8. 56, 58. Abraham rejoyced 
(or defired) to ſee my Day, aud ſaw it. — Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am, or (as tis rendred 
by the Syriac, Nonn as and Grotius) I was. 
2 (I.) Abrabam ſaw Chriſt's Day, in che 

pirit of Prophecy; he ſaw it as comi 

not as preſent; he foreſaw (as he defired) 
the time when it ſhould be. (2.) St. Auſtin 
has confeſſed, that Chriſt is here ſaid to be 
before Abraham, not actually, but in the 
Counſel, Decree and Ordination of God. 
And fo St. Peter explains this matter 3 
1 Pet. 1. 20. Who veriiy was fore-ordained from 
the Foundation of the World, but was male na- 
niſeſt in theſe laſt times. In like manner at 
Rev. 13. 8. Chriſt is called the Lamb ſlain 
from the Foundation of the World, The Words 
are, Whoſe Names are not written in the Book: 
of Life, of the Lanb ſlain from the Foundation 
of the World, Every one ſees that Chriſt 
could be no otherways ſlain from the Foun-- 
dation of the World, but in the Counſel and 
Decree of God. See more ſuch Inſtances 
on John 17. 3. Tis true the ems did not 
apprehend in what ſenſe our Lord meant he 
was before Abraham: bur neither did he in- 
tend or care they ſhould ; for finding them 
averſe from Truth and Piety, he often ſo 


Lakg 8. 10. 

(21.) John 10. 30. I and the Father are: 
one. Auf. Not one God, but as Friends 
are ſaid ro be one. Thus our Lord ins 


Bu e e 


God, ver. 22. The Glory which thus gaveſt 
me, (i. 4. the Power of doing. Mitacles) J. 
aus 


4 
— renee, — 
eee I te Id —— 7 


F 


= 


L , 
meſt 3 becauſe I ſaid, I an the Son of God Had 
, our Lord been more than 


4 
: 


have owned his Dignity, when they 
him with Blaſphemy for ſaying 

things, from 9 their 
firained. Conſequences) be inferred that he 
made himſeif a God. Camero on this Text 
confeſſes, that in this Context our 
doth-not make himſelf God: He adds, 


is Myſtery 


rrection and 

into Heaven. In which ſaying, he 

gives up to the Socinians all the Texts of the 
K 


John 10. 38. 7h Father is in me 
| $2 Join 1 "Tis allo faid, 1 Jobs g. 
dwelleth in Love, (i. 4. excrciſeth 


ohh 12. 41. Theſe things ſeid Iſaias, 
OE, bis Glory, and ſyake bim. Anfw. Sec 
on 1 . 1, 8, 9. > PS | 
28.) John 14. 1. N believe in God, believe 
alſo in . Anſw. Our Lord has hunſelf in- 
terprered this. I2, 44. He that be- 
lieveth on me, believeth not on me, bat en hin 


K 
1 
Y 


1 


9 


| 


2 
8 


(30) © - 


we now infer, that the Diſciples and Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, are Chriſt : nay, are him al- 
ſo char (ent Chriſt, namely God? The Truth 


_ therefore is, when we are ſaid to know, ſee, 


hear, deſpiſe God,in knowing, ſeeing, hearin 
e EIT 
meaning is, iſt and his true Mi- 
niſters being the Ambaſſadors and Meſſengers 
of God, and revealing to us his Nature and 
Will, they are ſo far forth to be eſteemed one 


_ God can be ſeen or heard, in this mortal 
(27) John 1 . 14. he ask any thing in 
»y Name, I will + it. Anſw. The obvious 
meaning is, if ye pray for any thing to 
N Name; . 
Jou by my Interceſſion, che gene- 
edt chat I will make for all 
Heb. 9. 25, He is able to 


” 


ſave them. that come unto God by him, (i.e, that 


pray to in his Name) ſeeing he ever li- 
4 — | 


that Actions proper to Perfons are 


ans ſay; | 
by a Figure aſcribed te things, + 
| 4 


Nuatizias of things, not anly in Yoly Scrip- 
ture, hut in all Writers. God's Command- 
ments are called Counſtillurs, Pfal. 119. 24. 
Underſtanding is faid to liſt up her Voice, Prov. 
8.1. Wiſdom to build her Houſe, and bew 
out her _ Pillars, 82 9. Is ont Heb, + 
12, 13. 4. 39. ry tot no evi 

2 3. Wader and · Blood te bear Wit- 
10ſ5, 1 John 3. 8. The Stone (er up by Joſhua, 
to bear all the Words of the Lord, Joſb. 24. 25, 
Are theſe things Perſons? Is it not evident 
that Actions 7 to 9 
ro them, as. well as to irit, or 
Power and Inſpiration of God, by the Fi- 
gure called Proſopopde ? Briefly, We oughe 
ta, conceive thus of this matter, à great Ef- 
ſuſion of God's Inſpiration and Power being 


to be given to the Diſciples, that ic might be 


a. continual Director and Guide when the 
Lord Chrift was no more perfonally with 
them : thereſoee eng de np + ol 
Aid Figure ſpoken of in terms as if it 
were ſome DoRor, Teacher, and Ady 


| this Inſpiration. of God; becauſe 
rhe — were not capable to hear ard 
believe them, till they had ſeen the great 
Miracles of our Lord's Reſurrection and Aſ- 
cenſion into Heaven, John 16. 12. I have 
gut many things to ſay to you, but ye canme bear 
them nom; Howboit when the Spirit of Truth is 
cam, he ſhall” guide you into all Truth, The 
Spirit that guided the Apoſtles into all Truth, 
was it not the meer Inſpiration of God ? 

It is for the ſame Reaſon, and by the ſame 
Figure, that this Power and Tnipirgtion of 
God in the Apoſtles, is ſaid to bear Witneſs, 
Jom 15. 26. to ſearch Myſteries, 1 Cov. a. 


10, 11. to diſtribute Gifts, x Cor, 13, 2. to. 
appoint Biſhops, Ads 20. 28. to glorify. 


Chriſt, Zobn 16. 14. 


(319 


b 
2 
1 
l 
FL 


ö 
1 
i 
: 


| 
| 


bath, are mine. Anfw. 1. St. Paul hath ſaid as 


take of mint, and ſhtw it to you. The 
. 


Deſign,. are mine: that is, are known to 


and ſhall (for rhe moſt part of them) dee 


29.) John 16.25. AI things that the Father 


ſhilt 


meaning 
whole Paiſage is, all things r to 

the Doctrine and Diſcipline of c 

Church, which the Father hath in bis Mind and. | 


dered by my ſelf : as for thereſt which I my - 


ſelf do not diſrover or order, che Spiri 
— LE — 

30. 17. 5. Glaiß me with thine own 
ſel}, with the Glam I had with ther, before the 
Warld was. Aufm. 1. St. Aſtin and many o- 
ther learned and Orthodox Interpreters, 


* 


* 


A 


noc 


a» 
- 


* 


>. 


Glory, 1 Pet.1.11, Searching what, and what 
. manner of time the Spirit —did ſignify, when it 
teſtified. beforehand the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
\the Glory that ſhould follow. 2. As tis here 
:faid, The Glory that I bad with thet before-the 
. World war: ſo tis ſaid, 2 Cor. 53. 1. We bave 
4 Building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands. 
Where we have, is, we have it in God's Decree 
-and Intention, or ir is prepared for us. 
2 Tim. 1. 9. Grace mas given us in Chriſt before 
the World was. Where again, was given to us, 
is, was given in God's Decree and Intention. 
Therefore ſo alſo we may underſtand, that 
Chriſt had Glory before the World was. 
(31.) John 17. 10. 4 mint are thine, aud 
. thine are mine. Avfw. It appears by the fore- 
going Verſe, and by what tollows, that Chriſt 


ſpeaks of ſuch as were or ſhould be nn 7 
Di 1 * 
ples, are of thy giving to me, and ſtillremain 


ples. His meaning is, all that are 


and all that are true Servants and Lo- 
vers of God, readily become mine, that is, 
Diſciples to me. 5 
( 32.) John 19. 24. For thou lovedſt me 
from the Foundation of the World. Anfw.. None 
can deny that God loved all the Ele& from 
——— of the —_— God- = 
things are preſent; nor only what is t 
what is — is preſent to the Done lend 
and Knowledg. 
33.) John 20. 28. Thomas anfwered, and 


© ſaid ante bim, My Lord, and my Cod: Or, O my 


Lord, and O my God! For tis an Attic Vo- 
cative. "Anſw. 1. Neftorius, Patriarch of Con- 
Rantinople, was of Opinion that theſe Words 
were not de ſigned ro Chrift, bur to God. For 
q che Evangeliſt faiths Thomas anſwered 
and ſaid unto bim (i. e. to Chriſt) O Lora, 
and Om God; yet the Exclamation might 
be addreſſed to God as its Object, tho it was 


Alſo ax Anſwer to our Saviour, or in Anſwer 


to our Saviour, and to what he had faid at 


ver. 2. Or, if the Words were addreſſed to 


our Saviour alſo, it may be admitted as true 
what others ſay here: Namely, 2. When 
Thamas had ſelt the Prints of the Spear and 
Nailz in our Saviour's Side and Hands, and 
was chereby fully ſatisfied that he was indeed 


(329) 


2 h - o — 
> 8 
2 3 r —— — 


riſen again, he breaks forth into this Excla- 
mation ; the firſt part of · which he directed 
to Chriſt, che other to God. O my a/ 
are Words of Congratulation to our Saviour; 
And Om G Words of Admiration and 
Praiſe 5 God. 3 i 

) Acts g. 3. 4. Why hath Satan filled 
105 Hart, to 15 bs 4. Holy Ghoſt ? — Thou 
haſt not lied unto Men; hut unto God, Auſw. Some 
of the moſt celebrated Interpreters among 
the Trinitarians have owned, that this Text 
ought to be thus underſtood, Why baſt thos 
lied to the Haly Ghoſt; i. e. to us Apoſtles who 


have (thou knoweſt) the Holy Spirit or In- 


ſpiration of God in us. Thos haſt not lied 
unto Men, but unto Cod; i. e. thou haſt nor 


ſon, thoſe that lied to the Apoſtles, ſhould 
be ſaid 1 1 2 lie — wg : 
35.) Acts 7. $9. They ſioned Stephen 
alle apon God, and ſaying, Lord Feſus, re- 
ceive my Sphrit. Anſw. (1.) The word God 


is not in the | 
Bible (2.) Admirring this'word God to 
be here rightly underſtood, yet the Greek 
when rendred Grammacically, maketh this 
ſenſe, calling upon God; and ſay ing, O Lord 

Jeſus, receive my Spirit. (3.) Admitting 
the Engliſh Tranſlation, the meaning here 


al Greek, in no Greek 


is only this, Stephen called upon God, and 


he alſo ſaid, Lord Jeſus; receive my Spirit; 


becauſe at the ſame time he ſaw ſeſus (in 


Propherick Viſion) ſtanding at the right 
Hand of God. He began to have this Viſion 
while he ſtood before the Council, ver. 56. 
and it continued with him to the Moment of 
his Expiration, for his Conſolation and Sup- 
port; as is granted by many learned Interpre- 
ters of the Orthodox Parry. | 


(36.) 


136.) Ads 9. 14, 21. To bind all that cal 
upon 55 Name. (The Words are ſpoken to 
the Lord Chriſt, as is made 'undeniable by 
ver. 17.) ———T not this be, that deſtroyed- 
them which called on this Name (Chriſt s Name) 
1 eruſalem ? 4 25 1. beers — 

y not only grant, 8 
Chriſt i is to be worſhipped and prayed to: 
becauſe God hath (they. ſay) by bis inhabi- 
ting Word or Power given Lord Chriſt, a 
Faculty of knowing unge and an Ability 
ro relie ve all our Wants. The Polonian Unit a- 
us in this matter, that they 

from their Mi- 

niſtry, ſuch of deren as denied that 
Chriſt might be W to, and worſhip d 
. with Divine Wo had bad Effects, 


therefore the Uniteias of of Tegen were 


more moderate, they admitted to the Mini- 
ſters and Proſeſſors - Places, thoſe that rejected 
the Invocation and Adoration of Chriſt; but 
obliged them under their Hands, nor to the Lord 
againſt worſhipping or praying to d 
Chriſt in their Sermons or Lectures. a. 3 
Unitarians that reject the Invocation of Chriſt, 
ſay, 1. That the moſt learned of the Ancients 
were of their Opinion. It appears by St. Auſtin 
T. G. L. 1. de Num. 43.) and by Photius 
cod. 117.) that Origen denied that che Son 
was to be adored or ns to. He is, faith 
Origen, not the Aurhor, but Procurer of the 
good things beſtowed on us. See alſo Origen 
@ oy - * and onls, Celſum, 1. 8. In boch 
whic es denies, that fa 
to be invocated. . it bet 


was conſulted abour the — 4 and Matter of 
Prayers, directed his Diſciples to God; Luke 
11. I, 2. When ye pray, ſay, Our Father which art 
in Heaven. 3. It ſeems clear en that he 
forbad the Diſciples to pray to himſelf; or- 


dering them at the ſame time to to od 


in his Name, or for bis Sake: - Jolin 16. 23. In 

that Day (i.e. after Iam riſen, have ſeen you 
again, and being aſcended into Heaven, have 
procured for you the Comforter, whoſe Con- 
ſolations none can take from you. So all In- 


no 


ee a 


terpreters of 77 * ſhut ack. „e 8 
— the Father in my 

Nam, be will g bs You. F To make Chriſt 

himſelf the Obje& of Prayer, is to deſtroy his 
Mediatory Office. For if he doth hear our 
Prayers, and can and doth (by a Power con- 
ſtancly reſident in him) relieve our Wants; 
to what purpoſe is he our Mediator with God? 
They that make it a Duty to pray to Chriſt, 

will find it hard to give 4 account of 
thoſe Words, Hb. 7. 25. Ht (Chriſt) i able 
to ſroe uo thr uttermoſt, all that come unto God by 
bin, (i. e. On pe to God in his Name, or 


for e The be ever liveth to 1 1 2 


Whar can be more eyic 
aſcribed not ro 
o his Inter 


n 5 ſavin WoW 
either fear or labour ut 
his own inherent Power, 
on with rhe Almi 


„ 
Mediation, A from a I 


As to the — Texts, To bind all that 
call upon thy Name. And again, 
that deſiroyed them that called on this Name in 
as * lated 1 
Gree tran ſeveral wa 
to n — 


F th 
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7 f 

2 18 

8 

rtf 
13TH 
. 151. 5 
Liss 


8 
7 


them who name this Name in | 
that profeſs the Name of Chri 
of Chriſt as their Maſter 
g to this, St. Payl { 
Let all that name the Name of C 
Triquity, 3; Thus, as u in our 


12575 
8 
1. 
= 
* 
748 | 
1 
Et 
Hh 


iſt is here called the Blood of God, be- 


Sacrifice which.God giveth for the Sins of the 


SIR, 
Tour 


— 


— 


Concerning the 


UNTTARIANS 


Vulgarly Called 


SOCINIANS. 


giving for Chriſt ad or his Extent The 
"th 1 
of the Smile eo de. - this Tranſlation, 3. NT ek 
ee ro the Fleſh, and as conctrning rhe Fleſh, never 
19 'as Trinitarians would here i 


9. 
" Ros 5 


the — — and that 


che r 


45 


lefh, | 
be bleffed for trier. For the Words area Thankf- 


the Body, but nor of Kin to him in Reſpe& 
of Likeneſs in Faith or Manners : alſo that 
Maſters are over our Bodies, not of 
our Minds or Spirits. Thereſore in the other 
Texts alſo, where Chriſt is ſaid to be of the 
Seed of Abraham, of Irael, and of David; ac- 
cording to the Fliſdʒ the meaning can otily be, 


ſcended of the Houſe of David, and of the 
Sock of Marl and aun his Soul or Spi- 
* 


erets of Mex 


Chrift. 1 Cor. 4. 3. Who 
* 


SD the ec ſings met. 
The Know r 


Rev. 1. 1. The — of 71 Chrift,,- wit 
God gave to him to ſhem unto his Servants, © 


3s rich unto all that call upon hin. 
and what plow, is ſpoken of - 
Chriſt. © | 


Cor. 1. 2, 3. All that in every place 
* na 4 This ET 


— — 2. * 
T7 — —— MF wes 
W--4 Perſon 


. as the 


6. 9. Tour Body is the Tompl of 
| 1 6. 16. Te are Goo, 
r 


255 1 Cor. 10. 9. Mither let ns 2 


4h, ſome af them alſo tempted, 2 


6369 


that as to his Body, or outward Man, he de- g 


from God. 
Rom. 2. 16. God ſhall judg the Se- 


2 7 — It 10 been ſaid OR 
at Ver. 4. They dr that Spiritual 2 5 
that flowed them, 20 that Rock was Ch 5 
Auf. 1. The Rock was Chriſt not 5 
but in Simifteation ic ſignified and ured 


2 iff, #44 reaſoh cis called 4 ſpiritual 


. Auſtin, mtr. Adverſ, Lig. . 

her. I. 2.6. 6. This Interpretation is 
confirmed by Inſtanoes of like Nature, Gen. 
41. 26. The ſeven gon Kin are ſtven Tears, 
and abe ſeven good Ears we ſeven Tears: that 


as t 
the Tratlites im t the Wiler ſo-is Chriſt of 


the true Hrael of God, in the howling Wil- 


derneſ of this preſent World. 2. Where- 


aneient and true 
this Text is, Let us not tempt God. 
ius hath leſt upon record, that it 


f was the Heretic Marcion who who corru 


2 1 imp ing Chriſt for God in the Co- 
| 4 : Lo pa iſhed, Epiphan. L. 1. ; 42 


J. 388. lit. Petav, Bur admitting the 
acling in che Engliſk Bibles, yet che ſenſe 
| char is, murmur 


1 t E Tiras | lites tempted or 

painſt God in a Cur, rl 
mpring God and riſt, is rightly 
erprerec i by mi : 8 them, ap- 
7. J x Gor. I2 4 5 bert ave diverſi- 


bat the Jame Spirit ; ——Diffren- 
ami i eier, but the 7 7 — 


— 
that one and the ſane . . The plain 


meaning is, Spirir,z that is, 
God by his Spirit and Inſpiration, worketh 


of Ta grear-Diverſiry of Gifts, (Prophecy. 


ongues, which were in the Chri- 
ſans of thoſe Times: and chat though there 
are different 1 1 that is, Or- 
ders of Men) in the Shurch * call 

ander one Lord or! eat en Ons 
| G. J 2 Cor. 


as we are bid; at Ver. g. not to tempt Chriſt; 
. e 9 
. Rom. 10. 12. The ſume — — reading o 


* 


Big Fo 2 Cor. g. 9. Te know the Grate of our 
Chriſt, that though be was rich, yet 
for our ſabes he became -poor, that we through his 
poverty might become rich. Anſw, The ſenſe is, 
Such was the Favour and Love of Chriſt to 
Mankind, that in his own Perſon he ſer us an 
Example of Mortiſication and Self-denial, in 
his living a poor ſort ot Life; though tis cer- 


(37) 


4 Man, neither by Men, but by 74 


and Condition, Rev; 4, 6. Heb; 
you, as an Effet of Chriſt's 


f. . L wiſh 
I 

the Love of God or the Father: — 
Conſequence of that, a plentiful Communi- 
cation of God's Holy Spirit or Inſpiraripn, 


together wich all the Effects of it. 
(11,) Gal. 1. 1, 12. Paul an 


» ww Far not 


tain he could have lived 3 and God the Father. -I neither — 9 is 
dor, — a | — Man, neither was 1 taught it, but by Reve- 
multiply ine lation of Zeſus Chrift. Anſw, As we truly ſay, 
at the W the Holy Bible is the Word not of Men, bur 
ted any 3 7 of God; becauſe though ir was ſpokenand 
Sakes the. written by Men, — it oſt (s to 
bleſſed * 2 had not choſe ro im- the matter of it 

ploy himſelf in Preai and making Diſ- and Direction 2 . Ra r 


ciples who might be his Agents in k- 
ing the Word of the Goſpel over the 


9. 2 Cor. 12. 9,9. J be the Lord 
N , ons 


thrice, that _—There- 
fore L will 3 in my Infirnities, that 


the Powtr of Chriſt n reſt on mes _ Anſw. He 
beſought the Loves ark, he beſ. og G6 God. 
The Power of Chriſt here, is che $t 


or Power which Chrij procures, by . — — 
ral Mediation (for. all his Church, 4nd every 
Member of ir) with God. So the ſenſe is, 
that what my Lord Chriſt can do and pro- 
cure for me with God, may abide” on me, 


namely, power and Strength either. to over- 
come or = Affliction. , But note, that 
the Socinians, for thy part of them, 
grant that the Word wer of God abiding 
on Chriſt, doth him, both to hear 
1 ur us in all Di- 
2 Cor. 13. I Thi Grate ap Lord 
Ze 1 Ch „the Lowe of God, and the Commu- 
nian of the Holy Ghoſt be-with you. - Arſw. 1. 


This Text” demonſtrates, that neither. he 


Lord Chriſt, nor che irit. are God, 
for ir bean) ſings tm foo ed 
2. The 

you.the continual Fayour 

Chriſt 3 for you are nor-unknown to him, 
Sen (of whom he is made 


"hay to him your State 


of the. whole Verſe is, I wiſh 
and · Interceſſion of 


denies he is made an Apoſtle. by Man, > 

cauſe he was ode ny Jeſus Chriſt, who 

in all things acted b the Spirix-and Direct 

ons of God. Briefly, Not ef Man, neither by 

Alan in theſe Verſes, is only as much as to 

ſay, not by-humane Authority, but by Au- 

e the Lord Chriſt. 

25. hs 3. 9. Who created all things by 
9555 Arſw. Though the Words 
ow Who 2 all 

ſee on Heb. 1. 
ing fo je —— Wars for Je- 


yet 

Jus Clyiſt, were not originally this Text, 5 
but added to it, For it * che moſt 
ancient Greek Copies, y the Syriac and 


Latin, as alſo by ſeveral of — Fathers, 
that the true reading here is 5 — thus, 
Woo created all things. 


Death, evex the Death of the Croſs ©. re fo 
God bath. bighly exalred-him,, and. Ay 
a CIO 
Word, to Rabat nar por 

cauſe s at laſt added, 2 


n eee ee | 


being 
like 


Vr. 6. Who 


Ver. 7. But made binelf of vo Reputation; 
3, e. choſe a poor Life, Ikea Perſon of no 

marion or Merir. 8 
And took upon him the Form of a Se unn; i. 5. 
be like a Servant of 


Eter- 
is the 


© 


* 
LEW 
"4+ 7 
a" 
CE DC 


(149 Phill, 3. 21. ye ſha heike vm ite 


r 


the Beginning and 
mY eyen the Lord Chriſt. 
(17.) Col. a. 3. 
© ſures of Wiſdom and — Anſm. 7. 
The Socisians grant, that in Chriſt are ineſti- 
mable Treaſures of Wiſdom, given to him 
by God. But, 2. It has been obſerved by 
others, that this particular Verſe and its 
Conn — have 2 bows rae tr 
the Acknow t My 
n Chriſt, in which (i. 
e. in which Myſtery) are hid all the Trea- 


ſures of Wiſdom and W £ 1 
th the Fuln? 


And this very Text of the Coloſſians ſaith, 
That the Fulneſs of God (or of the God- 
— is ſo in Chriſt, that we are j > 


r God) 


ledg is ſaid 7 dwell in Chriſt bodily, or Cas 
others tranſlate) — in O 
— — 

Knowledg 1 to be found in 


g. 
JF 


pF 
3 


; 
— — 
| (18) 1. Theſſ. 3. 13, 12. God bimfelſ and 
d ar Lad  Fiſus Chriſt din 

Chriſt, Civ che Greek, N mcg me you. 


| 


hn 


b. 44. 42. Now 1. 
Ai - | at Ver. 12. oft 8 third 
| oo ogy the Lord mabe yon to en- 


y 11 is Go partly by his Intercef: 
Bon wich him, who is the Giver of every 
good and perfect Giſt, Heb. 7. 25. See allo 
what has been ſaid on As 9. 14, 21. 

(20.) 2 Theſſ. 2. 16, 17. Ou Lord Feſus, 


t your Hearts; und e you in 


every Word and Work. Anſw. Sce on 
1 Theſ. 3. 11, 12. 6 
_ 1 Tim. 3. 6. Without. even, 


42 7 the e; Coane, Cod was mani-\ - 


Jeſt in the "Fleſb, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of 


believed an in the World, received up in- 


10 2 _ Anfw, It appears by the yo» 8 


(40), 
So wp hg 


read in the v 
I you will make fn 


which z and for this and other Matters, he'was - 
Epiſcopal Council, and ba- 
or Anaſtaſius, abour the 
Year 512. The ay nr | God } in this Con- 
text, is rejected by the Council of Nice. 
But, 2. admitting the word God were truly 
of the Greek; yet 
ſe, you muſt thus tran- 
flate and interpret, Great # the Myfiery of 
Godlineſs, God was Fog ory a by Fiſh, ( 9 
d by els Ct e 
Fleſh, thatis, by Man, b ri 
his Apoſtles, tous Ga) ws juſtified by 
the Se. (i. e. the fame Will and Nature of 
2 was verified by Miracles done by the 
irit or Powe er was ſten of Angels, 
s knowfro the who were very 
-firous'to underſtand this new Revelation); 
— N 988 with Glory, or 


7 s, 16, Until the ap- 


ng of ( pe | Chriſt, which in bis 
be 2 2 2 the Buſſd ad 

ig t ; bon no Man hath ſeen, nor c 
1227 "The laſt words ſhew, that not 

he i Lord Chriſt, but God is deſigned in this 


(z.) 2 Tim. 3. 16. All Scripture is given 
vation from God, 2 Pet. 1. 21. Holy. 

a they were moved by the Ho- 

Nd Por or 2 


God, and- our Saviour Jeſus 


of the great 
Chriſt. Where the Glory of the great God is 
the Pomp, Power, and Angels, that God, 
even the Father, will cauſe ro accompany 


the Lord Chriſt on that Day. Matth. 16. 27. 
The Sos ſhall epptar in the Glory of bis Father, 
with his (the Fathers) Angels. 

(25.) Heb. 1. 2. By whom alſo he made the 
Worlds. Auſw. Grotius renders the Greek 
thus, For whom he made the Worlds. The 
Author ( ſaith Grotius) writing to the Vi- 
brews, refers to a Maxim received among 
them; that the- World was made. for the 
M. ſſias. This Tranſlation ſuics well with 
what went before, whom be bath appointed Heir 
of all toings : for what can be more agree- 
able, chan that the World ſhould be made for 
him, who is appointed Heir or Lorqgof it? 
Others render the Words thus, By whom 
he made the Ages 3 underſtanding hereby, 

, the Goſpel-Ages, or Times. 

(25.) Heb. 1. 3. Upholding all things by 
the Word of his Power; or, governing all things 
by his Powerful Word, Auſw. This is to be un- 
derſtood of God's - Word or Power, not of 
Chriſt's, other ways than it was communica-' 
ted to him by God, and did abide on him. 


For the whole Context runs thus, Who 


( Chriſt ) being the Brightneſs of bis (God's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his ( God's ; 
Perſon, and upholding ( in che Greek, Go- 
verning) all things by his (God's N powerful 
Word, So the ſenſe is, Chriſt upholds che 
Government and Order of the Church both 
in Heaven and Earth, he governs the Angels 
and Spirits of Heaven, and the Church mi- 
litant on Earth, by the Word ( 3. e. the Pow- 
er) of God given to him without meaſure, 
See alſo on John 1. 1, Kc. 

(27.) Heb. 1. 5, Thog art my Son. 
See on Pſal. 2. 7. in the ſecond Letter. 

(28.) Heb. I. 6, Again, when he bringeth the 
Firſt-begotten into the World, be ſaith, And let 
all the Angels of God worſhip him. Auf. Sce 
on Pſal. 97. 7. in the ſecond Letter. But 


2 


as to the word Firſt-begorcen, or Firſt- born, 
it doth not belong to Chriſt only, in all 
the ſenſes of it. Chriſt is Amighey, God's 


(41) 


' Houſe are we. 


Firſt-begotren,or Firſt-born from the Dead; as 
was ſaid on Col. 1. 16, but f ocher reſpeas 
others alſo are ſo called. Jul is God's Firſt- 
barn, Exod. 4. 22. and David, Plal. 89. 26, 
27. for this Enpretfon in the Hebrew, ſig- 
njfies ordinarily, no more than the moſt Be- 
loved, or nuch Beloved, as is apparent from 
the Texts laſt cited, and from Jer. 31. 9. 
Heb. 11. 17. | 
(25.) Heb. 1. 8. Unto the Son, he ſaith, Thy 
Throne, O God, us. ſor. ever. Aiſw. In the 
Greek 'tis, Unto rhe Son he faith, God i 
thy Throne (i. e. thy Seat, Reſting-Place, 
and Eſtabliſhment ) for ever. So Grotias, 
(30.) Heb. 1. 10. And thon, Lord, in the 
Beguaing haſt laid the Foundation of the Earth. 
Anſw, Sce on Pſal. 102. 25. from wiience 
theſe words are taken. 1 
(31. ) Heb. 2. 14. Fer as much 2s the Chil 
dren are partakers of Fleſh and Blood, be alſo 
bimſelf took part of the ſame. A. The 
Socinians do not deny, that the Soul of 
Chriſt cook part in Fleſh and Blood, that is, 
was incaruate.z as his Children, (that is, 
his People) were alſo Partakers in Fleſh and 


 (32.) Heb. a. 16. He took not” on him The 

ature of Angels, but he took an him the Seed of 
Abraham. Anſw. In the Greek, and in the 
Margin of our Bibles, tis, He tabeth not bold 
of Angels, (i. e. he ſaved not from Ruin, 
and from utter and final falling into Perdi- 
tion, the Apoſtate Angels) bet of the Seed 
of Abraham be taberh bold; i. e. he ſaveth 
the Sced of Abraham, The Author here 
mentioneth only the Seed cf Alrauam, be- 
cauſe this-Epiſtle was written only to the He- 
brews, [Unleſs perhaps by the Sced of Abra- 
bam, he meanerh Abrabam's Spiritual Seed, all 
the haithful, all crue Believers. - 

(33.) Heb. 3. 3,6. He who bath build 
the Houſe, bath mort Honour than the Houſe, 
——Chniſt a a Son over bis own Houſe, whoſe 
i Anſw. The Hoge here is nor 
Men's Bodies, but the Church of Chriſt ; which 
[nee God) he is truly faid ro build, part · 
y by-bimſclf, partly by his Miniſters, 


* 
k 
* 


BA =” 


(34) 


* (34) Heb. 4. 15, 16. Wiheve not un High- 
Prieſt, which cannot be touched with the Feeling 
of 'our Irfirmities; but was in all points Tempted 
as wt art. Let is therefore come boldly unto . 
the Throne of Grace, Anſm. We are encou- 
raped here co pray with Aſſurance and Faith 
to God, by this _—_— or Confideration, 
that our-High-Prieft and Interceſſor havi 
been in our very Circumſtances, is touched 
with a true Feeling of our Infirmities, and 
therefore doth ahh. gear Forneſtorſt inter- 
cede for us all in general. 
(35. Heb. 9. 3. Without Father, without 
ther, having neither Beghming of Days, 
nor end of Lift : but made like unth the Son of 
God; abideth-a Prieft for ever. Auf. Allac- 
. Knpwledy that chefe Words are ſpoken of 
$7 dec. And that beraufe neither his 
| nor his. Mother, nor the time of his 
Birth or Death, are mentioned in Scrip- 
ture; he is therefore ſaid to be without Fa- 
ther or Mother, and. without Brginning of 
Days, or end of Life. But he is not herein 
ke the Son of God (rhe time of whoſe 
Bifth and Death is recorded in Scripture; 
and whoſe Mother was bleſſed Moy, and 
- his Father the everlaſting God) but 


like the Soy of God, in that heabideth 4. 


, Prieſt for ever. 

g 4779 Heb. 10. 5, A Body haſt thou prs- 
pared for me. Anfw. Tis undoubted, that 
God prepared a Body fot the Soul of Chriſt. _ 

; $37-) Heb, 11. 26. Eſteeming (i. e. 5 
s eſteeming) tb. Reproach of Cbriſt, ęreater 
Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt. Anſw,. 
The ſenſe is, . Moſes. preferred being re- 
| proached and ill uſed by Pharadh and the 


Egyptians' (as Chriſt - was repro: and 
buſed,. when he came to deliver rhe. true 


Nu of God, from the- Bondage of Sin 
and Satan) before all the Treaſures aud 


Riches, which he, as an adopted Son of 


Pharaol's Daughter, might have expected and 
had in Egypt. So Grotius, and others, the 


moſt eſteemed Interpreters. ——— 
(38.) Heb. 13. 8. Jiſus, the-ſame yeſtir- 

day, to day, and ſor ever. - Anſw. This is 

prefaced to what here follows, Be not. carried 


(429 


ew) with dives nd flrange Dobtrines, as an 
Argument ta perſwade to Conſtancy in the 
true Faith. The ſenſe is, the Lord Chriſt 
and hisGoſpel, is the fame thing that it al- 
ways was; be not therefore carried about to 
every novel Doctrine. Ye will by Experi- 
ence find, that tis a good thing to be eſta- 
bliſh'd in the Grace of the Goſpel; and 
not in Doctrines about Mears; which the 
Fews from the Moſaick Law, and the Gen- 
ties trom. the Dictates of their Philoſophers, 
ſo much urge. | 
(39.) 1 Pet. 1. 11. Searching what, and 
what 'manncy of time the Spirit of Chriſt which 
was in them did frenify, when it teſtißta before- 
hand the Sufferings of Criſt, Anſw. 1. The 
Spirit of Chriſt, that is, the ſame Spirit of 
; iſt, Gel. &+ 6. 2 Cor. 
tick Spirit in them 
48.” So Gmtius interprets 
here. Others co his. Inter pretation, by 
obſerving, that the Spirit of Truth, and the 
Spirit. -of Error mentioned 1 Fob: 4. 6. are 
thoſe Spirirs which ſpeak the Truth, and. 
teach Error. So we call Virgil the Poet cf ,/ 
—— Homer of Abit nd Luhe bes 
they have written en of Enc- 
. Achilles, and Dliſſes. DO” | 
(40.) 1 Per. 3. 19, 20. Quickned by the 
Spirit, by which alſo he went and preached to the 
Spirits in Priſon, which ſometimes were diſobe- 
dient. ix the das of Noah. - Anſw. This 
Text ſeems to ſpeak of Chriſt's deſcenc into 
Hell. The ſenſe js, Chriſt being dead, was 
ſhortly Sc or brought to Life again 
che Spirit or Power of God: by which . 
alſo- (that is, by aſſiſtance of which Spirit) 
he preached and ſpoke to the Spirits im- 
priſoned in Hell, who would not hearken to 
Noah who in his Life: time preached Righte- 
ouſaeſs to them, 2 Per: 2. 5. Cardinal Bellar- 
mine has quoted above thirty of the Fathers, 


* 


who interpret this Text after this manner. 


The reration ſeems confirmed by 1 


ſpeaketh of the real Dead, appears by the 
foregoing verſe. . 1 
G1.) 


Per. 4. 6. For this chuſewaethe Goſpul preached 
alſo to them that are Dead, For that he-. 


Car.) 1 John 1.1, c. That which was from 
the-Begiuming, —— which we have ſten with 
dur Eyes, —— of tht Word of Cafe, — declare 
we unto y9u#. Anw. The Word of Life here, 
is the Goſpel. The ſenſe is, we declare or 


preach to you that Goſpel or Word of Life, 


which from the Beginning was in the Mind 
and Decree of the Father. So St. John explains 
himſelf in theſe Words at ver. 3. That eter- 
nal Liſe which was with the Father, and was 
manifefted to us. He calleth the Word of 
Life, eternal Life; as tis che ordinary and 
appointed means and way to eternal Life, 
He ſaith, he had heard it, and ſeen it with his 
Eyes, and hand led it with his Hands; to fig- 
nify by theſe Expreſſions, that ic was fully, 
certainly, and perfectly known to him. For 


the Hebrews uſe to expreſs full and certain 
Knowledg of things, by Words and Phraſes 
borrowed· from the Senſes. 


2.) 1 John, 16. Hertby perceive we the 
10 $a becauſe be laid down bis Liſe for 
148,  Anſw. Neither the Syriac, nor almoſt 
any Greek Copy of the Bible, hath the Word 
God in this Text. The true reading is, 
hereby perceive we his Eove, becauſe he 
(Chriſt) laid down his Life for m. 2. Ad- 
mitting che reading in the Engliſh Bible, yet 
be in this Text is not God; bur Chriſt the 
Son. o God, who was mentioned ver. 8. So 
Gratius. And the Interpretation is certain, 
for God cannot lay down his Life. 

(43.) 1 John g. 3. Every Spirit that confeſ- 
ſeth nat, that Chriſt i come in the Fleſh, is not 
of God, Auf. This ſaying, is come in the 
Fliſh, (or in Fleſh, for FA tis in the Greek) 
is oppoſed to thoſe falſe Prophets and Tea- 
chers, that affirmed Chriſt had not a real Bo- 
dy of Fleſh and Blood, but à Spiritual; 
and conſequently was not a true Man, nor 
the Off. ſpring of David. On the contrary 


St. John here teaches that Chriſt is / come in - 


Fldh, or in the Fleſh; is, was clothed 

with a real Body of real Fle 

(. 444.) 1 John 5. J. Ther? are three that bear 
Record in Haven, the Father, the Word, and 

the-Haly Ghoſt, and theſe three art one. Aaſw. 1. 


This Verſe was not originally in the Bible, 


1 


— 


but has heen added to ir. Tis not ſound in 
the moſt ancient Copies of the Gre, nor 
in the Sxiac, or Arabic, or Ethiaiet, or Ar- 
nerian Bibles, nor in the moſt ancient Latin 
Bibles. Tis not acknowle by the Fa- 
thers, who treated proſeſſedly of this Que- 
ſtion of the Trinity 3 tis wholly rejected by 
abundance of the moſt Learned Criticks and 
Interpreters, and by all acknowledged to be 
doubtſul and uncertain. 2. Admitting this 
Verſe to be genuine, yet the moſt Learned 
Trinitarians confeſs. the ſenſe is, not theſe three 
e one God, but theſe three are ane ia their Te- 
ion, or they agree in their Teſtimony ; - 
for.they are here conſidered and ſpoken 
as Witneſſes, So Bega, Vatablus, Calvin, E- 
raſmus, the Engliſh Genua Notes. And ac- 
cotdingly moſt of the Greek Bibles which 
have this Verſe in them, read here as they do 
in the next Verſe ( not theſe three are one, 
but) theſe three agree in one; i. e. in one 
and the ſame Teſtimony. 


( 45.) 1 John 5. 20. We know that the Sen 
I 2 1 


hath given us an underſtani- 
ing, that we may bnow him that is true; and we 
are in him that is true, even in hi San Jeſus * 
Chriſ# : This is tbe true God. Anſw. This was 
a very negligent Tranſlation,” ſay the Socini- 
ans, For whether you interpret hin that is © 
true to be God, or to be Chriſt” no ſenſe can 
be made of the Words. The latter part of 
the Text ought to have been thus rendred,. - 
We are in him that is true (i. e. in od) by his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. This us the trat Gad; i. e. 
He whoſe Son Chriſt is, and in whom we are, 
he and no other is the True God. So that 
this Text plainly denies that Chriſt is the 
True God, When we are ſaid to be ia God 


. byChriſt; the meaning is, we are united to 


God (by his Love to us, and. ours again to 
him) by the Procurement and Means of the 
Lord Chriſt, who hath by his Gaſpel revealed 
God to us, and by the higheſt Arguments ea- 
gaged us to love and ſerve him. 

(46.) Rev.1.8. I an Alps and Omiga, 
—ſaith the Lord, which is, and which was, &c. 
Auſw. This Verſe ſpeaks of God only, nor 

of Chriſt ; for at Ver. 4, and 5, _ is 
diſtin- 


-- 


"Greek Bible. 


| Root fr 


(44) 


viſtinguiſhed from him, which is, and which 


was. 

" (C473) Rev. 1. 11. Ian Alpha and Omega, the 
and the laſt. Anſw. 1. This part of the 

Verſe is not in the Latin, nor in any good 

| 2. Bur admitring the Words, 

it has been ſaid on J. 44. 6. in the Second 


Letter, in what Senſe theſe Terms nay be 


uſed of the Lord Chriſt. 
( 48.) Rev. 1. 17. I an the Firſt and the Laſt. 
Mo Sce on Ja. 44- 6. ; 

(49.) Rev. 2.23. I an he, which ſearcketh 
the Reins and Heart. Every one knows this is 
an Hebrew and Scriprure Phraſe, ſignifying, 
I know the moſt ſecret Thoughts, which is a Pro- 
perry belonging only to God. Arſw. The 
Knowledg which the Lord Chriſt had or hath, 
of any ones ſecret Thoughts, is a Revelation 
made to him by God; as ĩt was alſo ſometimes 
ro former Prophets : Rev. 1. 1. The Revelation 
of Jeſus Chrift, which God gavt to bim, to ſhew 
unto bis Servants, 2 Kings 6. 12. The Prophet 
that is in Iſrael, telleth the King of Iſrael, tbe 
Words that thou ſpeakeft in thy Bed-chamber, 
2 Kings 8. 12. I lum the Evil that thou wilt 
do to the Children of Iſrael. P ts ſearch 
the Heart, that is, know tho hrs and 
Propenſions of the Heart, by the Spirit or 
Inſpirarion of God in them. But the Lord 
Chriſt hath a far greater meaſure of that Spi- 
rit, chan any of the former Prophets ever 
_ 

( 50.) Rev. 3. 14. The Begining of the Cre- 
ation of God. 'Anſw. 1, Theſe Words prove 
that Chriſt is not God, but a Creature. 2. But 
the Truth is, the Greek ſhould have been thus 
rendred, The Prince (or Chief) of the Crea- 
tion of God. | 

(51.) Rev. 5. 5. The Root of David. Auf. 
That is, a Root ſpringing from David: As a 
Root of the Earth, is a Root which ſpring- 
ech'f:on rhe Earth; not on the contrary, a 

> which the Earth ſpringeth. 

(52.) Rev. 5.6. I hebeld, in the midlt of the 
Throne'\—a Lamb (as it had been ſlain) having 
—ſtum Eyes, whith are the ſeven Spirits of God, 
ſent. forth into all the Earth. An. This Text 
confirms what has been often-faid, namely, 


that the Knowledg which our Lord Chriſt now 
hath of Affairs on Earth, is (partly) by 
means of choſe miniſtring Spirits which are 
ſent forth into all the Earth, as bis Eyes, to 
ſee and relate the ſtate of things: for what 
other reaſon can they be here called his 
Eyes ? | 
(53-) Rev. 5. 8. Having every one of them, 

—V1as full of Odors, which art the Prayers of 
the Saints. Anſw.. In this Viſion the Prayers 

of che Saints are by the Elders (or Presby- 

ters) offered to Chriſt, as rhe Mediator; that 

is, with Intention that he ſhould: recommend 

them to God by his Interceſſion. But note 

alſo, that tis not here (aid that theſe Prayers 

were at all offer d to Chriſt. © Farther; it ap- 

pears that theſe Prayers were only Praiſes, 

not Petitions. Sce ver. 9, 10. 

(54.0) Rev. 17. 4. Lord of Lords, and King 
of Kings. Auſm. Chriſt is ſo Lord of Lords; 
as that himſelf hath one, who is not only his 
Lord, but his God. John 20. 17. 1 aſcend to 
ts ather and your Father, to my God and your 


(55.) Rev. 21.6. I am Alpha and Omega. 
Aim. Theſe Words are ſpoken by and of God 


N : 

. (56:) Rev. 22. 20. Even ſo, come Lord Je- 
ſus. Aiſw. *Tis a Wiſh, not a Prayer. 

57.) Rev. 22. 21. The Grace of o Lord 

Fejus Chriſt be with you. Anſw. In hat Senſe 

the Grace or Favour of Chriſt is wiſhed to 

Chriſtians, hath been explained on 1 Cor. 1. a. 

and on 2 Cor. 13. 14. . | 


Befides theſe Anſwers to particular Texts, 
the Socinians ſay farcher in general to al the 
Nut ations out of the New Teſtament: That, 

1. Whereas they differ from che Church in 
tranſlating ſeveral, and in interpreting all the 
betore- cited Texts; rheir Tranflations and 
Interpretations ought to be admitted, and 
choſe of che Church, or Pinitariaus, rejeſted; 
becauſe that Interpretation of Scripture can 


never be true, which holds forth either a Do- 


ctrine or a Conſequence that is abſurd, or 

contradictory and ĩimpoſſible. Is it not (fa 

they) manifeſtly contradictory and inpoſt- 
- ble, 


ble, that there ſhould be three Almighty and 
moſt wiſe Perſons, and yet but one God; 
when nothing can be more certain or evident, 
than that every Almighty and moſt wiſe Per- 
ſon is a God, a moſt perſect God, to whom 
nothing can be added? Is it not doubly con- 
tradictory and abſurd to ſay, there are three 
Perſons who are ſeverally and tach of them the 
true and moſt 
one 'true and moſt High God? Unleſs you 
mean one thing by 4 true and moſs High God, 
in the firſt Clauſe, and another thing in the 
other Clauſe : And if fo, you 1 
ſorts of true and 
think all Chriſtians abhox. 
Wwe reje& the Doctrine of the Anthropomor- 
pbites (chat God hath Humane Parts and Paſ- 
fions) though grounded, if you regard only 
the ſound of the Words, 
clear Texts of 


uce two 


rn ag Earth. 
What can be more expreſs t us m Bo- 
dy ? yet we juſtly reje& the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, becauſe t is contradictam, and 
Impoſſible, thar the ſame — — ar the 
ſame time be in more places than one. There- 
fore her BET, Har Fong 

to be abſurd and contradictory, t allo to 
be rejected; how le ſoever it m 
ſeem to the meer Chime and Jingle of the War! 
of ſome — oi we = (as — 

ich) to en 
2 Punt of Words, bar the Nature of 
Things: Malo (faith the Father) it ad ſion 
1th, quam ad ſonum vocabuli exerceas. Tertul. 
1 
2. 


demonſtrative Proofs ei of the Trini- 
ty, or of the Divinity of the Son or. Spirit. 
Every one of theſe Texts, but Jom 1. 1, &c. 
is given up to the Socinians, as an incompe- 
rent and unconcluding Proof, by ſome or o- 


(25) | 


ther of the moſt learned and allowed Cri. 


High God, and Jet there is bur 


Hieb Gods; which 1 


— 


ticks and I of the Proteſtant Party. 
And Jobn 1. 1, &c. is given up by Epiſcopizes 3 
who ſays, that the Socinian Intenpretation of 
that Context is, Bona & Vera, a true and 
good Interpretation. As to the Catholich 
Doctors (ſo called) Chr. Sandius hath made 
a great Collection of Teſtimonies out of them, 
to this effe&, That neither the Trinity, nor 
the Divinity. of the Lord Chriſt, or of the 
Holy Spirit, can he proved by the Scripture ; 
but by Tradition only, Some of them con- 
feſs that the Scriptures rather favour the So- 
cinian Doctrine; and that the Trinity is not 
only above, but contrary. to Reaſon ; finally 
that if the Authoriry of the Church did nor 
oblige them to be Catholicks, they ſhould 
chooſe to be Socinians. See for theſe things: 
Saudius, Hiſt. Eccl, I. 1. c. de Ario and Cingal- 
lus, in Script. Trin. Revel, An iſh Au- 
thor of the Romiſh' Perſwaſion, has theſe - 


Words (in Fiat. e I may 


truly ſay, Chriſt is the Pope's God, For if the 
had not been, or had not been ſo tigi- 
lant and veſolutè a Paſtor as he is; (he means 
ſuch a Perſecutor) Chriſt whom the Pope both 
worſhips himſelf, and propounds to the 
World to ip as the very true God, that 
made all things, Chriſt I ſay had not been taken 
for any ſuch Perſon, as this day we belicye 
him to be. 
Whereas beſides the above-cited- Texts, 
the Orthodox object, That if Chriſt were not 


God as well as Man, he could not ſatisfy the 


1 of God for our Sins, or be a full and 
ufficiene Atonement for them: The Socinj- 


ans anſwer, 1. the Lord Chriſt is a Pro- 


t a ſufficient Satisfaction and 
Propitiation for Sin, (thr the gracious 


Acceprance of God) — ſo known and 
evident, that the Oblation and Sacrifice of 
Beaſts under the Moſaic Law, and from Adam 


rill choſe rimes, 9 full Atone- 


ENS 
| Atonement 


e 
r See 


— whole Context. 


Finally, Whercas the Orthodox do de- 
cline n 


hath alſo a Divine Nature, by: which he is 
to the Father, and can do all things 
himſelf, To this they reply, 1. That 
che Diſtinction of two Narures (a Divine 
and Humane) rr 
by che 8th, gth, roth and 11th Argumen 


mentioned in the firſt Letter. 


otherw hriſt, 2. 1 ating 
true of C may 
of him becauſe * "ris in one of theſe 


Natures, not in the other; 
(prev — ſaith 22 do nothing of 


himſelf, only | do nothing of 
himſelf ro his hne Nature, and 
Ct) ings of hin to his 


ivine. — chen Tis law- 


= gg and an rr to lay, Chriſt is no Man, 
was never born of the 


never d ru dead, or buried, 
Now who does not ſet, That to ſpeak . 


men 4. on this great 
cheir A 


of the Chriſtian Faick? 
Nay the Bintan and Evaſions founded 
on it, do at leaſt as much hurt to the Tri- 


acknowlec 


nitariansas to the Socinians, For if the Diſtin- 
ction df two Natures be true; and the Au- 
ſwers founded on ir allowable ; chen no faulr 
can be found wirh a Socinian, when he ſhall 
ſay, Chriſt is nor. true God, WAS — pak . 
rated of the Eſſence of the Father | 
from Eternity: = this ay. befaid af hin 


according (to 


mane Nature; for according r 
rrue God, was nc — ener 5 ec 


Eſſence, was . om Rterni 
vit arians a 4 alc | 


by 
This, Sir, is che Sura of whar theſe Genrle- 


# 

py 2 . i 4 

" 2. of , : » . 

rr. 0 
a - 

4 : 
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The Pablifher to whom the foregoing Letters were written, boi 
them ſome time with a Gentleman, 4 Perſon of excellent 


1 
. — and Morth; they were returned to him with this follow- 


ing Letter. 


SIR, 


Avin | hadt ths Feber of peruſing 
e Letters, I cannot but greatly 


gh ee 


—— oy 
of rhe Author z W b fe bel 
Controverſy (and that has 
wich __ urmoſt . 3 
Subtilty for many Years, even from 
ſoon after the time of the Apoſtles) into - 


ſo conic oe Erie 99 bx fie Þ fe, 
Diſtinctions and 


Allegations from 
with met 


ine is feunded upon obſcy 
Texts; and defended by ſuck unrea 
Diſtinctions, as cannot be admitte 
Man of a free 
tradictory in 
gible. However, I can do no leſs than con- 
clude, and expect every judicious Man's As- 
ſent ro ĩt; +» That the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nitarĩans is no neceſfary or fundamental Do- 
ctrine of Chriſtianity Wee tis unjuſt 
and unchriſtian, 3 nitarians or Soci- 
nians under any Penalties or Forfeitures, up- 
on the account of their Doctrine. 3. That 
Trinitarians ought to own the Unitarians for 
Chriſtian Brethren, and behave themſelves 
towards them as fuch, 


of */} 
1 1 17 
. 
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"ay Kalle t it is the chief of thoſe Argu- 
ungen, * CORE -- 
clves, ot utterly unincelli- 


Fie, T aid the Doctrine of the Mutari as 
is no neceſſary or fundamental Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity. For to ſay it is, doth, 1. Re- 
flect upon the Goodneſs of God, and his 
Love to Mankind : as making that fundamen- 
tal and to Salvation, the Truth 
whereof muſt be confeſſed to be ſo very ob- 
ſcure and uncertain, that where the Prejudi- 
ces of Education, Reſpect of Men, and Beg 


of Penalties do not the vulgar ( 
are ten to one of W : 


. 1 either do noe 
ieve it at it, as Parrors ſpeak 
Words, ivithour Underſtanding. 2. To make 

the Doctrine of the Trinity fundamental, 
Is to join Hands with Papiſts in contradiction 
to Proteſtant Doctrine; owning with them 


that the are "obſcure and unfuffici- 
ent even i and ſo bringing in 
adrmirxing and believing unſcrip- 

3 this the Papiſts are 10 


ments with which they attack Proteſtants 
and which they urge in their former and latter 
Writings: wherein they not only feem to 
have, but have in reality great Advantage; as 
will (T am perſwaded) appear to thoſe that. 
imparrially conſider ic. It will not be here 
impertinent᷑ to tell you a Story that hapned 
in the preſent Re 17 A certain great Lord 
was aſſaulted in his Faith by a Jeſuit or other 


Seminary, who began wich him thus; My Lira, 
I ow you _ = Creed of 4 to 

w Lord (wiſely perceiving w 
he would build upon that Conceſſion) an ta 
| G 2 


Ger d, 


: 
| 
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ſwer'd, Who - you jo - — 1 
b i id ſo ſurprize iſappoinrt 
t — that he had no more to ſay. 
Ir ſeems his intended Argument leaned on 
that Pillar alone, to wit, the Belief of the 
Creed commonly called the Athanafian. 3. The 


'Trinitarian Doctrine reflects Weakneſs and 


ency upon the whole ChriſtianChurch 


and Faith of the Firſt Ages; which (as our 


Author has noted) knew or profeſſed no o- 
ther but the Apoſtles Creed, which doth 
fully agree with the Unitarian or Socizian, but 

no means with the Trinitarian Doctrine of 
fundamental Faich, 4. They that urge the 
Doctrine of the Trinity as fundamental, do 
clearly im the Sixth Article of the 
Church of 2 which ſaith, © Holy 
* Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to 
<« Salvation : So that whatſoe ver is not read 
« therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 
* not to be required of any Man, that it 
<« ſhould be belicved as an Article of the 
* Faith. Such alſo was the Judgment of 
Mr. Chilliagworth, that eminent Defender of 
Proteſtantiſm, ch. 6. 2. 38. where he ſaith, 
« By the Religion of Proteſtants, I under- 


* ſtand—rhat wherein they all agree; —THE 


« BIBLE, THE BIBLE, I ſay, THE BIBLE 
< only is the Religion of Proteſtants. 
* Whatever elſe they believe beſides ir, and 
<« the plainirreſragable and indubitable Conſe- 
<« quences of it, well may they it as a 
4 matter of Opinion, but not as a matter of 
« Faith or Religion: 


<« jr themſelves; nor require the Belief of it 
4 from others, without moſt high and moſt 
c ſciſmatical Preſumption. 

Secondly, I ſaid, it follows from the forego- 


ing Diſcourſes, that it is unjuſt and unchriſti- 


an, to lay the Unitariansor Socinians under 
any Penal Laws or other Hardſhips, on the ac- 
count of their Conſcience and Boctrine. For 
we may ſee here, thar an honeſt and ſincere 
Man, may in the Purſuit of his own Salvation, 
and in adhering to Proteſtant Principles, of the 
Clearneſs and Sufficiency of Scripture in Fun- 
damentals, as alſo in reyerence of the ancient 


ither can they with 
* Conſiſtence to their own Grounds, believe 


Faith held forth in the Apoftolick Creed, 
and of the Church of the Firſt Ages, he may 
(I ay) wich clear Satisfaction in his own 
Conſcience,disbelieve the Trinitarian Doctrine. 
Bur how can Chriſtians with Satisfaction to 
their Conſciences puniſh ſuch a Man? As for 
the publick Peace, there is not only nothing 
in the Nature of their Doctrine that inclines 
chem to Lnpeaceableneſs ; but they have alſo - 


always been extremely candid to thoſe that 


differ from them, froms Principle common 
(1 think) to them and th 
ly, that Conſcience ought 1 
Faith : This is a Principle. with the Socinians 
and the Remonſtrants; other Families of Chri- 


ſtians rake ic up as an Expedient, when t 
have need of it. Brietly, If the — 


a and diligent to know 
Truth, as Athanaftans; if they are in their 
Stations as learned as they, and as innocent 
and vertuous Men in their Converſations; how 
can any Chriſtian judg and condemn them, 
wirhout incurring our Saviour's Judgment and 
| — ? — eres hs whole 
| 3 ndeayours ſincerely to 
know the 'Mind of God and Chriſt 1 
and ro purge himſelf from "thoſe carnal Affe- 
ions and Worldly Incereſts that hinder Men 
from ſeeing and the Truth; and 
thereof, ſuffers 


lap. . and Goods, Kinſ- 


folk, and Country, nay, undergoes Penury 

other Hardſhips in foreign Countries, as 
do at this Day; How can any who pre- 

d give Obedience to the Law of Com- 

mon Reaſon, of 3ſſes and the Prophets, and 
of Chriſt himſelf in his Sermon on the Mount, 
to wit, of doing to others as we would they 
ſhould do to us, how, I ſay, can ſuch think a 
Socinian ſo qualified as we have bur now de- 
ſcribed him, doth deſerve Punifhmenr for his 
Faith? And how can an) Man, without tranſ- 
greſſing Chriſt's Law of Charity, judge ſuch 
a one to be guilty, without any ap of 
Guilt, more than may be eaſily ſeen in him- 
ſelf? Is it not the common Principle. of all 
Proteſtants, to believe the me Scriptures are 


ſufficient to all Religion, and clear in all Neceſ- 


/ 


E Remonſtrants on- 
be vis Matters ef 


\ 
* 


ſaries of Faith and Manners, and that every 
Man is obliged by our Lord Chriſt, co believe 
and practiſe according to his own Knowledg, 

ight and Underſtanding of the Scri ? 
He that does fo, is not only a Chriftian, but 
a Proteſtant, that is, a Reformed Chriſtian. 
Ian fully aſſured (fays Mr. Chillingworth, and 
conſequently thoſe Perſons, the Vice- 
Chancellor of Oxford, the Regius Profeffor, 


and others who licenſed and approved his 
Book) that Ged does not, and therefore Men ought 


nat, require more of any Man than this, to believe 
the Scripture to be God's Word, to endeavour to find 
the true Senſt of it, aud to live according to it, 
ch. 6. n. 36. The ſame Author ſays (ch. 3. 
1. 96.) I hade learnt fromthe ancient Fathers, 
that nothing is more againſt Religion, than 10 force 
Religion : and of St. Paul, that the Weapons of 
the Chriſtian Warfare art not carnal, The Fa- 
mous Salvian of Marſtils (who wrote about 
the Year of our Lord 460.) ſaith thus con- 
© cerning one ſort of Unitarians, viz. Arians, 
They are Heretichs, but not knowingly : ——They 
ao ſo much judg themſelves Catholicks, that they 
defame us with the Name of Heretichs + T 
err, but with a good Mind; not of Hatred, - but of 
the Love of God. im they (hall be puniſh'din 
the Day 7 Fudgment for this Error of a falſe O- 
pinion, none can know but the Judg. Ds Gubern. 
Di. i. 3. where may be read more to the 
fame purpoſe. Though this Author, accor- 
ding to the Vogue of Thoſe Times, called the 
Arians Hereticks; yet that which he ſays far- 
ther of them, ſhows they Mere-not ſo: for 
the Character he gives of them, ſhews them 
to be conſcientious — 1 1 1 Lover of 
God, St. Auſtin againſt t ichess (a ſort 
of People that held there were two Gods, 
one Good, the other Evil) ſaith chus, Let 
them be fierce againſt you, who hnow not bow la- 
borious a thing it us to find out the Truth; - and- 
bow difficultly we eſcape Errors : Let them be fierce 
againft you, who know not how rars and bw” a 
thing it ic to overcome carnal Imaginations by the 
Serenity of 4 Pious Mind, &c. - Contr, Ep.“ 
Fauſti | 


Thirdly, I added, that the Trinitarians ought - 
toon the Uzitarians for Chriſtian Brethren, 


(49) 


and to behave themſelves towards them 43 © 
ſuch. For Proteſtants do agree, that all 
and fundamental Matters of Faith 


are clear and plain in Scripture 3 but other 


Matters not ſo evident but that good Chriſti- 


ans may err concerning them, as we ſee 


they did even in the times of the Apoſtles. - 
Now this Doctrine of the Trinitarians appear- 
ing to he no fundamental Doctrine, it does 
by no means unchriſtian thoſe that hold the 
contrary, nor excuſe the Tiinitariens from 
Chriſtin, And the rather, boſe they 
ians. And the rather, 
are not only willing to make — - Fage/ | 
Faith in all the forms of Words contained 
in the Holy Scripture, but in the Words alſo 
of the Apoſtles Creed; as alſo becauſe they 
are not liable to any charge of Idolatry, or 
Superſtition in their Worſhip ; or of Un- 
charitableneſs in condemning thoſe of con- 
trary Minds, as the Confederacy of Rome is. 
Therefore I cannot but wonder at ſome 
learned Men, that are ſo far carried away 
with an overweaning — of their o . 
Judgment, that they will not allow thoſe the 
name of Chriſtians who do not believe, be- 
ſides the Bible, and the Creed of the Apo- 
ſtles, alſo the Nicene and Athanaſian * 8. : 
Nay, ſome account the Trinitarian Doctrines 
to be ſo neceſſary to Chriſtianity, that though 
theſe who'deny them be otherways very pious and / 
uſeful Men, yet going againſt the ſenſe of the Catho- 
lick Church, they err, not for want of Inſtruction, 
bat from a chu Wantonnſs an i Pride of Un-' 
derſtanding, and are guilty of ſuch un pardonable 
Innodeſty as admits of no Excuſe, If what is 
hinted in theſe Letters, concerning the Ca- 
tholick Church of the Apoſtles Times and 
firſt Ages, be true; then that Author builds 
his Condemnatioh upon a falſe and rotten 
Foundation, pn impreſ- 
ſes Raſhnefs, and Uncharĩtableneſs upon him- 
ſelf; F mean as to this particular Caſe, for o- 
therways I readily ackno the Worth and ©; 
Learning of the Author. 
Neither can I ſufficiently admire, that ano- 
ther learned Man, and a Sufferer for his Con- 
ſcience, - ſhould. in a Pacifch Diſconſe- creat a 


— 
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velation in * ich Crimination 
ſeems to me, to becleasly taken away by che 
four Letters, in which it fer 
fy unconcluding Texts, 


ted 
Tine; and on the other hand, by the nu- 
merous clear Texts, allowed Tranſlations, 
Reaſonings and Diſtinctions, common to Man- 
kind, produced by the Unitariazs ; that theſe 
laſt may reaſc retott᷑ this great Obje&i- 
on, on their Oppoſites: the Trintarians, who 
in a thouſand expreſs Texts of Scripture do 
exalt their Reaſonings to maintain another 
ſenſe than the plain Words require, For one 
iſtatice, how many expreſs Texts aſcribe 
. — 
e, Place i 

on © God 2821 which (as the Author of 
theſe Letters notes) are otherways expound- 
ed by Learned Men, becauſe they judg theſe 
things in Reaſon unſuirable to God. But 
what Principle more clear both in Reaſon 
and Scriprure than this, that there is but 
one God, or chat God is one? All Chriſti- 
ans, and all 7ovs, and all Milwwars (who 
are ſaid to be more in Numbet᷑ than Chriſti- 
ans) beſides the wiſe Heathens, do acknow- 
h it 3 and all theſe underſtand by the term 
God, a neceſlaryexiſtent perſon. Upon theſe 
clear Grounds the Init ariaus deny that there 


are three ſuch, as contrary to that Unity; 
and introducing into che Godhead two unne- 


ceſſary or ſuperfiuous Perſons. For if one be 
ſufficient, and 22 God if he be not 
ſufficient, then the tw more are ſupernume- 
rary and , and conſ y not 
God. For 1 I was bred up in the 
Trinizarian Faith, and rook the Truth of it for 
granted; but when theſe Scriptures and Rea- 


ars, by the ma- 

e Tranſlations, 
Reaſonings and Diſtinctions, ci- 

ed on the behalf of the Trinitarian 


ſons came into my View, (and I had got o- 
ver the Fear of examining, what ſome Men 
who name themſelves the Church, call Fun- 
damentals) I could not avoid the Force of 
them: though ir grieves me that I cannot 
continue in conſent wich my old Friends, as 
well in this as other parts of Chriſtian Do- 
Arme. But certainly as in Philoſophy, Truth 
ſhould be more dear to us than Plato or Sora 
tes; ſo in Theology, the Teſtimony of plain Scrig- 
ture agreeing with evident Reaſon, ſhould prevail 
with thoſe who believe the Scriptares Divine, more 
than obſcure Texts diſſonant to the clear Reaſon of 
Mankind, And it may well allay any ones 
Fear of examining and judgity concernj 
(pretended) Fi entals,, when he 
conſider that even the Church of England 
in another of her Articles fays, that as. 
the Church of Jeruſalem, Alexandria, and An- 
tioch hans erred, ſo alſo the Church of Rome 
(which comends that ſhe is the Catholick 


Church) hath erred, ut only in her living and 


manner of Ceremonies, but alſo in matter of Faith. 
So alſo Chillingworth (with his Approvers) 
ſays, I ſee plainly. and with mine own Eyes, that 
there are Popes againſt Popes, Conntils againſt 
Comtils ; ſome Fathers againſt others, the ſame 
Fathers againſt themſtlues 5 4 conſent of Fathers | 
of one Age, againſt a'rbuſent of Fathers of ano- 
ther, There is 10 ſi Cert ainty but 
in the Scripture only, for any conſidering Man to 
build upon. As to the boaſt of their Num- 
bers, tis well! there was a time when 
the Chriſtian World was Arian, that is T- 
nitaria ; fo that the Council of Ariminum 
and Seleuria in which 360 Biſhops were pre- 
ſent (the greateſt Convention of Bi 

that ever was) decreed for the Unitarian 
Faith, Was Number in thoſe times an Ar- 
amen of Truth? If not, how can ir be ſo, 


The Author of theſe Letters has well 
obſerved beſides, that the Doctrine of the 
Trinit ariams in theſe Days, is widely diffe- 
rent from the Doctrine decreed in the firſt 


Council of Met; from whence I infer, 


that their Boaſt of Antiquity is as vain as 
| the 
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| the other of Number. I will only add to SIR, 1 my hearty Thanks 
1 this Obſervation, that —— for this Publication, m_—__ ſhew the Author 
1 Ancient and the Modern I _ hoy great an Honour I have for him. 
Y agree in Terms, yet thoſe Times and the 
| haye different Senſes of the ſame Words Iam, 
and Phraſes, | 
Yours, &. 
— 7 
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